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Japan 


Takeshita Welcomes Moscow Summit Announcement 
OW 240415 Tokvo KYODO in English 0357 GMT 
od far NA 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita Thursday welcomed a U-.S.-Soviet 
agreement to hold a summit in Moscow May 29-June 2. 


Takeshita, talking with reporters briefly at his official 
residence, said the two superpowers made major efforts 
to set the date. 


Government spokesman Keizo Obuchi told a press con- 
ference that Japan will continue to support Washington's 
effort to develop and stabilize East-West relations. 


Minister To Visit U.S. on Beef Issue 
OW 240705 Tokvo KYODO in English 0646 GMT 
4 Mar SS 


{Text} Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—Agriculture, For- 
estry and Fisheries Minister Takashi Sato plans to visit 
the United States early next week to discuss the thorny 
issue Of liberalizing Japanese beef and orange imports, a 
top farm ministry official said Thursday. 


The official, who declined to be named, said Sato will do 
his utmost to persuade Washington not to file a petition 
with the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) against Japan’s farm import policy. 


The U.S. has said it will bring the case to GATT if Japan 
fails to liberalize beef and orange imports after March 31 
when a bilateral beef and orange trade agreement 
expires. 


He said Sato will tell the Americans that Japan cannot 
liberalize such imports immediately under current cir- 
cumstances. 


Ozawa Flies to U.S. for Construction Talks 
OW 240307 Tokyo KYODO in English 0256 GM1 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—Deputy Chief Cabi- 
net Secretary Ichiro Ozawa left for the United States 
Thursday for talks with U.S. officials on American 
access to the Japanese construction market. 


Ozawa, the deputy chief of staff for Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita, will join a Japanese negotiating team 
in Washington in an attempt to settle the rift, govern- 
ment officials said. 


He will meet Secretary of Commerce William Verity and 
Deputy Chief Trade Negotiator Michael Smith Friday 
(local time), the officials said. 
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Uno Meets Rwandan President Habyarimana 
OW 240209 Tokvo KYODO in English 0152 GMT 
4 Mar SS 


[Text] Tokyo, March 24 KYODO—Rwanda’s visiting 
President Juvenal Habyarimana has urged Japan to 
build a Japanese embassy in his country and step up 
assistance and investment there. 


The Japanese Embassy in Zaire now handles diplomatic 
and other affairs between Japan and Rwanda. 


The visiting African leader made the request when he 
met Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno for official talks and 
later at a welcome dinner held at the likura Guesthouse 
of the Foreign Ministry Wednesday evening, Japanese 
sources said. 


Habyarimana expressed gratitude for the cordial wel- 
come he is receiving during his first visit to Japan, the 
sources said. 


The Rwandan president, accompanied by his wife. 
arrived here Monday for an official visit at the invitation 
of the Government. 


The guests are to tour the southern Japan Prefecture of 
Kagoshima Thursday and will leave Tokyo for home on 
Saturday. 


North Korea 


Foreign Ministry Criticizes ‘Team Spirit-88° 
SK230432 Pyongvang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 22 Mar 88 


{Statement issued by the Foreign Ministry in Pyongyang 
on 23 March] 


[Text] The “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise that 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique have set in motion against our Republic through- 
out all of South Korea, despite strong denunciations at 
home and abroad, has reached an earnest stage. 


A vast number of armed forces, 200,000-strong, includ- 
ing approximately 60,000 U.S. imperialist troops of 
aggression, and various types of modern operational 
equipment, including a large number of aircraft such as 
the early warning aircraft E-3A, B-52 strategic bombers, 
and F-16 and F-15 fighter-bombers carrying nuclear 
weapons; tanks, missiles, and weapons of mass destruc- 
tion; and an aircraft carrier battle group are being ferried 
from U.S. military bases in the continental United 
States, Guam, Hawaii, Japan, and the Philippines to be 
mobilized in this provocative war exercise. 


During the current war exercise, which will be carried 
out for months, the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppet clique are expected to conduct an assort- 
ment of exercises. These include a large-scale landing 
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Operation, river-crossing Operations, airborne mobile 
exercises, firing exercises, a missile-firing exercise, and 
even a special operation against our Republic 


Because of such indiscreet war maneuvers by the U.S. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppets, the situation 
in Our COuntry 18 extremely tense, with the dark clouds ot 
nuclear war hanging heavily over the heads of our 
people. 


The fact that the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppet clique have conducted the “Team Spuirit-88” 
joint military exercise at a time when the DPRK Gov- 
ernment has advanced a reasonable proposal for 
national salvation to ease tension on the Korean penin- 
sula and for peace and peaceful reunification, clearly 
demonstrates that they are leading the situation on the 
Korean peninsula io the brink of war. 


The DPRK Government and all the Korean people 
sternly condemn and denounce the “Team Spirit-88” 
joint military exercise being conducted by the US. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique as a 
vicious criminal act that opposes peace and the peaceful 
reunification of Korea, as an act that intends to impose 
the catastrophe of nuclear war on our people, as well as 
a grave threat to peace in Asia and the world. 


In view of the number of troops that have been mobi- 
lized, the duration of the exercise, its nature, and its 
timing, the “Team Spirit-88" joint military exercise 
being carried out by the U.s. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets is from start to finish an aggressive 
preliminary war and a test nuclear war. 


Today, the vast armed forces of the two sides are in an 
acute standoff on the Korean peninsula across the Mili- 
iary Demarcation Line, and South Korea has become the 
largest nuclear storage depot in the Far East. 


Who can definitely say that the reckless game of playing 
with fire that the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets now engage in under such conditions will not 
spill over into a full-scale thermonuclear war? Under no 
circumstances can the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppet clique camouflage the aggressive nature 
of the “Team Spirit-88” joint military exercise. 


On more than a couple of occasions, our Republic's 
government has made clear that it has no intention for a 
southward invasion. Today, even the general interna- 
tional situation little by little displays signs of detente, 
and the voices of the peace-loving people of the world 
who hope for the peaceful settlement of the Korean 
question grow louder day by day. 


Corresponding to the expectations and aspirations of all 
the Korean people and the peace-loving people of the 
world, the DPRK Government has recently advanced, in 
rapid succession, various proposals to ease teiision, 
including a proposal to discontinue the military buildup 


te 
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and the arms race: a proposal to mutually reduce trocp 
levels in the North and South down to 100,000 or less: a 
proposal for a peace treaty between Korea and the 
\'nited States to be signed and a declaration of nonag- 
gression between the North and South to be adopted; a 
proposal to convert the Korean peninsula into a nuclear- 
free. peace zone: and a proposal to halt large-scale 
milstary exercises. 


In particular. after offering a proposal for a massive 
phased reduction of the military last July, the DPRK 
Government exerted efforts in all directions and then 
unilaterally reduced its forces by 100,000. This year 
alone, due to a desire to ease the situation on the Korean 
peninsula and to provide a new phase for national 
reconcthation and unity, our Republic has advanced an 
epochal proposal for convening a North-South joint 
conference to discuss and settle such issues as halting 
large-scale military exercises, including the “Team Spir- 
it” joint military exercises, and arranging multinational 
disarmament talks at an early date. 


Because our proposals are just and reasonable, they have 
won broad support and sympathy from among. all 
Korean people and from the international community. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique, however. by ignoring all our fair and just propos- 
als. have not only deliberately aggravated tension from 
the start of the new year, but have also responded to 
them by forcibly conducting the “Team Spirit-88” joint 
military exercise. 


Moreover, while massing a large quantity of weapons 
and military equipment, including an aircraft carrier, in 
South Korea and in its neighboring waters under the 
pretext of guaranteeing security for the Olympics, the 
U.S. imperialists are said either to be replacing old 
military equipment with ammunition and military sup- 
plies they have brought for the current military exercise, 
or to be transferring them to the South Korean puppets. 


The so-called threat of southward invasion or a guaran- 
tee of security for the Olympics that the U.S. imperialists 
and the South Korean puppets babble about are nothing 
but a ploy designed to ultimately justify their military 
buildup and nuclear war maneuvers; to divert the atten- 
tion of the people engaged in the anti-U.S. and antifasc- 
ist struggle surging ahead in South Korea; and to provide 
an opportunity for provoking a new war of invasion 
against our Republic. 


It is no accident that the youths, students, and people of 
all walks of life in South Korea are now vigorously 
engaged in an anti-U.S. and antigovernment struggle to 
attain democracy and national sovereignty. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean fascist 
military clique should look squarely at the trend of the 
times and act discreetly. 
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If they attempt to find a way out of the serious crisis 
rocking the fascist colonial military rule to its founda- 
tions by aggravating tension and by provoking a new war 
of invasion, they are making a great miscalculation. 


The DPRK Government and the Korean people will 
never tolerate the reckless maneuvers of the U.S. impe- 
rialist aggressors and the South Korean puppet clique to 
provoke a war. 


Our entire People’s Army, all men and officers of the 
Korean People’s Security Forces, and all the members of 
the Worker-Peasant Red Guard and Young Red Guard 
who have accepted the order of the supreme commander 
of the KPA are keenly watching every move made by the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique, 
and they will subject them to thousandfold retaliation if 
the enemy dares set upon them. 


Although our people oppose war and love peace, under 
no circurastances will they beg for peace. 


The U.S. imperialists should clearly realize they can 
never stop the unanimous aspiration and desiice of our 
people who have risen for a just cause, no matter what 
maneuvers they may employ. The imperialists should 
also immediately discontinue the “Team Spirit-88" joint 
military exercise they are carrying out under a prepos- 
terous excuse, and they should leave South Korea at an 
early date, taking with them all types of weapons of mass 
destruction, including nuclear weapons. 


The South Korean fascist military clique should cease tts 
antinational act which is designed to inflict nuclear 
holocaust on its fellow countrymen by riding on the 
coattails of its masters. 


If the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique, despite our serious assertions, continue their 
military exercises and the military buildup, they them- 
selves will expose the fact they are increasing the danger 
of war on the Korean peninsula, with some other inten- 
tion in mind. 


The DPRK Government and all the Korean people are 
convinced that the governments and people of all peace- 
loving countries will with a high degree of vigilance 
approach the wicked maneuvers of the U.S. imperialists 
and the South Korean puppet clique—who desire to 
evilly employ the sacred Olympics for fabricating two 
Koreas and for a war policy—and their criminal “Team 
Spirit-88” joint military exercise, and raise their just 
voices to condemn them. 


The DPRK Government and the Korean people will 
patiently work to check and frustrate the maneuvers of 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets to 
provoke a new war on the Korean peninsula. The gov- 
ernment and people will likewise firmly defend peace in 
Asia and internationally, and work for peace and the 
peaceful reunification of Korea. 
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{Dated} 23 March 1988, Pyongyang 


MAC Secretary Rejects U.S. Violation Note 
SK240341 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2300 GMT 23 Mar 88 . 


{Text} At the proposal of our side, the 490th meeting of the 
MAC secretaries was held on 23 March in Panmunjom 


Al the meeting, our side lodged a strong protest against 
the U.S. side, which has produced false documents 
known as “Data Concerning Violations” against our side 
while fabricating incidents for brazen political purposes. 
We then called the enemy side to account for this. 


According to the statement by Senior Colonel Kim 
Yon-ki, our side’s secretary, the U.S. side continues to 
deliver to us “Data Concerning Violations” by our sidc¢ 
of the Armistice Agreement in the DMZ. This data fails 
to note the precise times, locations, and content in deta). 


The purpose 0} delivering the data on violations to the 
opposing side is, from siart to finish, to investigate the 
incidents and to take corrective measures concerning 
them based on the data. Such being the case, the infor- 
mation concerning violations should as a matter of 
course clearly contain the substance necessary for an 
investigation, 


This notwithstanding, the data that the U.S. side has 
recently given our side on several occasions completely 
fails to record times, locations, and the nature of the 
violations, which are necessary for investigation. 


Finding it impossible to investigate violations based on 
the data the U.S. side has provided, our side had already 
returned the information, on 21 and 23 December and 
again on |! February, and demanded that tt produce 
correct data. 


However, the U.S. side, by ignoring our demands, once 
again on 4 March gave our side incomplete information. 


By comparing the data that our side gives the U.S. party 
with the information they give us, our secretary 
explained in detail how incomplete the data the U.S. 
recently gave us really 1s. 


The U.S. information especially fails to indicate the 
correct time of the violations that have taken place. For 
example, the data noted that there had been a tota! of 
325 violations of boundary marks on | December. 
However, they failed to indicate exactly at what hour. 
minute, and second each of the violations took place. 
Even more preposterous are the portions that indicated 
where the violations supposedly occurred. 
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The U.S. side’s data notes that there were |! violations 
on | December in areas between DMZ markers No 0001 
and No 0139. Even though the area of this section 1s 
vast—well over 40 square km—the time and location of 
each of these violations have not been clearly indicated. 


Up to 81 percent of the violations recorded in the US. 
data that are said to have occurred during December 
year follows this format. 


It 1s obvious to everyone that it is impossible to investi- 
gate violations based on such data. 


The US. side has also failed to promptly inform our side 
of the violations. 


Article 29 of the Military Armistice Agreement demands 
that if a violation of the agreement occurs, it must 
immediately be reported to the other side. However, the 
U.S. side has provided information concerning viola- 
tions after deliberately holding it for months. The U.S. 
side supplied the data for last September on 15 Decem- 
ber, the data for last October on 22 December, the data 
for last November on 3 February, and the data for last 
December on 4 March, after almost 100 days. 


How can one investigate incidents after receiving 
months-old information that does not indicate the time 
of the incidents or provide accurate locations? 


Our side's secretary stated that the U.S. side has deliberately 
turned over such defective data, not due to the fault of an 
individual, but rather because of the rascals’ wicked inten- 
tion to fraudulently concoct violations by our side. Our 
secretary also noted that drastically increasing them is 
designed to conceal the aggressive and dangerous nature of 
the provocative “Team Spirit-88" joint military exercise, 
and to mislead world public opinion to believe we are 
aggravating tension in the DMZ. 


Starting in December, the U.S. side began to create and 
send preposterous documents, 9.5 times more than 
before. At that time, the issue of the “Team Spirit-88” 
joint military exercise, which was scheduled to begin this 
year, was a subject for discussion. 


Meanwhile, in the wake of the so-called presidential 
election, the people’s strugzle was being fiercely waged in 
South Korea against the U.S. imperialists and the mili- 
tary fascist dictators. The U.S. side, which was embar- 
rassed by this, had to work out a plan to divert the 
people’s attention elsewhere. 


What the U.S. side decided upon, after being prompted 
by such a situation, was to wage the anticommunist 
confrontation commotion by concocting shocking inci- 
dents and to mislead public opinion by drastically 
increasing the number of our violations, as if we were 
Straining the situation. 
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Our secretary noted that such facts have demonstrated that 
slandering the other side by concocting an incident 1 a 
stereotypical technique the U.S. side always employs. He 
also noted that the U.S. side is a notorious impostor that 
never pays any attention to the Armistice Agreement or its 
own prestige for the sake of its filthy political aims. 


He strongly demanded that the U.S. side immediately 
abandon such dastardly acts as fabricating incidents and 
groundlessly slandering the other side, and that ‘1 strictly 
implement the Armistice Agreement. 


However, the U.S. side attempted to justify its unreasonable 
act with allegations concerning propaganda, and so forth. 


Our secretary stated that in view of the spirit of the 
Armistice Agreement and the demands of the prevailing 
Situation, our demand is entirely just, and that the 
unreasonable U.S. stand and attitude demonstrate that it 
considers the Armistice Agreement and points of agree- 
ment between the two sides to be a sheet of waste paper. 


Our secretary stressed that since the U.S. side fabricated 
fictitious violations for base political purposes, and since 
it delivered data listing no dates, places, or specifics of 
the incidents, we cannot accept the information concern- 
ing violations by our side for the month of December. He 
then returned these to the US. side. 


He declared invalid the defective data concerning 39,287 
incidents for September, October, and November 
because they cannot be considered violations. 


Our secretary stated that to ease the strained situation 
created on the Korean peninsula, the U.S. side must 
strictly implement the Armistice Agreement, and that it 
must unconditionally and immediately discontinue its 
military provocations against our side in the DMZ. 


He warned that if the U.S. side continues such acts, in 
ignoring our demand, it will be held responsible for all 
resulting consequences. 


Rally Supports KPA Commander's Order 
SK241044 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1032 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA)—A Pyongyang 
mass rally and demonstration were held today at the 
Kim Il-song Square in support of the order of the 
supreme commander of the Korean People’s Army with 
the attendance of more than 100,000 people of all strata. 


Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
and chief secretary of the Pyongyang municipa! party 
committee and chairman of the Pyongyang Municipal 
People’s Committee, made a speech. 


He declared: 
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The respected comrade supreme commander ordered all 
the units of the three services of the Korean People’s 
Army and the Korean People’s Security Forces and the 
entire members of the Worker-Peasant Ped Guard and 
Young Red Guard to keep themselves in full combat 
readiness. This order is a just self-defensive step to 
firmly safeguard our socialist homeland and the gains of 
the revolution in view of the manoeuvres of the US. 
imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique to 
provoke a new war of aggression and the most revolu- 
tionary step for peace on the Korean peninsula and the 
security of Asia and the rest of the world. 


On behalf of the mass rally, he warmly supported the 
order of comrade supreme commander. 


Noting that the “Team Spirit 88° war maneuvers by the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets have 
created a very Strained situation in our land where a new 
war, a nuclear war, may break out, he said: These 
maiieuvers are not a simple rehearsal but an extremely 
dangerous racket for war little different from the virtual 
declaration of a war against the DPRK. 


If the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet 
clique dare ignite a war against us, we will retaliate 
against the aggressors a hundred, a thousand times, to 
defend our inviolable territory, people’s power and 
socialist system and inflict a disgraceful destruction 
upon them, he warned. 


At the end of the rally, more than 100,000 people staged 
a demonstration. 


The demonstrators marched through main streets of the 
city, Shouting slogans denouncing the new war provoca- 
tion manoeuvres and anti-DPRK smear campaign of the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique. 


SKNDF Says Anti-U.S. Struggle ‘Key’ Task 
SK211115 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 19 Mar 88 


[Text] According to the Voice of National Salvation, the 
spokesman for the Central Committee of the South 
Korean National Democratic Front [SKNDF] on 17 
March issued a statement in connection with the 6th 
anniversary of the arson struggle at the U.S. Cultural 
Center in Pusan. 


He stressed that the heroic deed on 18 March which 
horrified the U.S. imperialists was not a casual burst of 
emotion. It was instead an expression of the pent-up 
resentment and indignation at the U.S. colonial rule. It 
was likewise the manifestation of a firm independence- 
minded will not to tolerate the grief of a subjugated 
people any longer. He continued: The 18 March heroic 
deed, which caused a convulsive sensation in the frozen 
colonial land, was a vigorous first step that led to a 
pan-national, anti-U.S. struggle in the South. With the 
arson struggle at the U.S. Cultural Center in Pusan 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


serving as a turning point, the sharp spearhead of the 
mass movement has been directed at the United States 
in this land. The star-spangled banner, stained with the 
dark blood of aggression, was burnt everywhere, the 
anti-U.S. cries calling for the withdrawal of the Yankees 
rang Out vigorously, and the South began a sharp turn 
from being free of anti-U.S. sentiment to heated anti- 
U.S. sentiment. This was a very natural struggle based on 
the painful past lesson, when we failed to attain the 
fruition of the movement for democracy and national 
salvation despite the daring, blood-shedding struggle. It 
demonstrated the firm will and determination of our 
masses to end the U.S. domination of and interference in 
the South, as well as to build a new independent, 
democratic world. He noted that the United States, in 
running counter to our people’s just aspirations and 
demands, is intensifying the domination of and interfer- 
ence in the South with all means. It is not abandoning the 
policy of aggression and war. He then continued: 


It was the United States that, when the colonial military 
dictatorship was in crisis due to the June popular resis- 
tance, gave No Tae-u a scenario for solving the situation 
and praised it to the skics as a positive development. lt 
was the United States that incited the split of the 
opposition democratic forces by using appeasement, 
deception, threats, and coercion. It was the United States 
that fabricated No Tae-u’s election through government 
power, money, and fraud. It was the United States that 
gave birth to No Tae-u’s Sixth Republic through the 
deceptive drama of a transfer of power and openly 
prolonged the military dictatorship. 


Through the No Tae-u military regime, the United 
States, which seeks to perpetuate colonial rule in this 
land, is on the one hand today engaged in dampening the 
people’s zeal for struggle for the independence and 
democratization of society, by employing deceptive 
promises. On the other hand, the United States is totally 
strangling the national salvation movement of the 
masses of all walks of life by an indiscriminate offensive 
of suppression. The United States, whica is totally chal- 
lenging our people’s demand and aspiration for democ- 
ratization, whimsically mentioned the term democracy. 
It is also now conducting the large-scale ““Team Spirit- 
88” war exercise to weaken and obliterate the anti-U_S. 
and antimilitary government struggle. It is additionally 
not hesitating to wage an extremely reckless military 
action to provoke a dreadful nuclear war in this land. 


He stressed: The SKNDF resolutely denounces, with the 
surging indignation of all the people, the criminal U.S. 
act of attempting to block the road to the independence, 
democracy, and reunification of our masses through a 
vicious and brutal military government; to perpetually 
hold the South as its colony and military base; and to 
ignite a thermonuclear war in this land. The SKNDF 
strongly calls for the unconditional withdrawal of all 
aggressive armed forces, including the U.S. forces and 
nuclear weapons, from the South. The SKNDF sternly 
condemns the maneuvers of the No Tae-u ring for 
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prolonging military dictatorship as the cat's paw of the 
Yankee aggressors. It also condemns the ring for engag- 
ing in all sorts of treachery against the country and the 
nation, and it urges them to step down from power. 


The spokesman stressed that the anti-U.S. struggle for 
independence is a key struggle set for our people, and 
noted: The masses of all walks of life who love justice 
and live in patriotism should launch themselves in the 
sacred anti-U.S. and antimilitary government Struggle 
for national salvation, to liquidate the U.S. colonial rule 
and to win national sovereignty, democracy. and civil 
rights. The SKNDF enthusiastically calls upon the 
masses of all walks of hfe 10 hold higher the anti-U_S. 
banner for independence, to firmly unite under this 
banner, and to create a strong, hot wind of the anti-US. 
and anti-military governmeni struggle, to make this year 
a historic year providing a turning point for indeper- 
dence, democracy, and reunification. 


South Opposition Faces U.S. ‘Tentacles’ 
SK200910 Pyongyang KCNA in English O88S7 GMT 
20 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 20 (KCNA) —Opposition 
forces are facing difficulties as they have failed in their 
merger effort with the approach of the “National Assem- 
bly elections” slated for April NODONG SINMUN 
today describes this as an offspring of the dark tentacles 
stretched by the United States 1. opposition forces. 


The author of the commentary says: 


As soon as No Tae-u came to “power” it met with a 
strong resistance of popular masses. Deteat in “elec- 
trons” would mean an irretrievable setback for the U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets. The crisis of the South 
Korean military fascist “regime” precisely means the 
crisis of the colonial rule of the U.S. imperialists. 


For this reason the U.S. imperialists instructed veteran 
agent, U.S. “Ambassado:” to South Korea Lilley. and 
intelligence plotters to directly contact and influence 
opposition forces or ordered their hirelings in their carap 
to move against their merger. They succeeded in divid- 
ing Opposition forces by a crafty and sinister method 
before “presidential elections” held last year. 


As their colonial rule was shaking due to the June 
popular resistance which was launched in demand of 
constitur.onal amendment for direct election and an end 
to dictatorship, the U.S. imperialists put up traitor No 
Tae-u to announce “June 29 declaration”. After making 
him accept the demand for direc. election, they moved 
behind the scene for extending a military government 
under its signboard. The main purpose of this operation 
was to help traitor No Tac-u improve his image as a 
“standard-bearer of democratisation” and back him by 
force on the one hand and divide and weaken his rival 
opposition forces on the other. 
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When the traitor No Tae-u was denounced by people for 
being a military gangster, they faked up the KAL incr- 
dent in a bid to prove that a military strongman alone 
can be a “president” and made no hesitation of deliber- 
ately heightening the tension. 


They came in direct touch with opposition candidates 
and gave them US. political guarantee and, at the same 
time, left no stone unturned to prevent a single caidi- 
dacy from the opposition camp. fomenting regional 
sentiments through their puppets. 


For all means and methods employed by the U.S. impe- 
rialists their stooge No could rake up no more than 36 
percent of “votes” in the “presidential elections”. Draw- 
ing a lesson from this, they are driving a wedge among 
opposition parties to bar their merger and working in the 
direction of tearing all opposition forces asunder. 


Meanwhile, they get “DJP” gangsters seek a quick pas- 
sage of the “bill on amendment to the law on National 
Assembly election” written in favour of them and carry 
out “clections” before the opposition camp puis their 
forces in order. 


As the U.S. imperialists and puppets are working hard to 
split and weaken opposition forces and maintain and 
prolong the colonial military fascist rule, the opposition 
and democratic forces should counter this with a strategy 
of unity, concludes the article. 


Chon Tu-hwan Seeks To Conceal Saemaul ‘Scandal’ 
SK211520 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1507 GMT 
21 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Pyongyang March 21 (KCNA)—The traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan, who quit the post of the puppet president, 1s 
playing a petty trick to conceal the scandal of the 
Headquarters of the New Village Movement” involving 
the misappropriation of tens of billions of won by him 
and his brother, according to a report from Seoul. On 
March 19 he called a high-ranking person of the puppet 
government and said he was “very sorry” for the case 
and he hoped that the authorities would “tell right from 
wrong”, instead of allowing continued dispute over it. 
He requested the official to convey this “intention” of 
his to the traitor No Tae-u. 


He pretended to be hopeful of “judgement” by the 
authorities. But, in fact, he pleaded for the concealment 
of the t uth of the case on the strength of power before its 
further exposure. 


Whatever silly trick the traitor Chon Tu-hwan may 
employ to cover up his dirty color, he can never conceal 
his real nature as a murderer who plunged South Korea 
into a sea of blood and the chieftain of corruption who 
fattened on the blood of the people. 
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Dailies Denounce Chon Brothers, Saemaul Affair 
SK220531 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0512 GMT 
22 Mar N8 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON lay stress on eradicating 
corruption in South Korea denouncing the scandal of the 
“New Village Movement Headquarters” ~ “th which 
Chon Kyong-hwan, a younger brother » ‘le traitor 
Chon Tu-hwan, horded up tens of billicas of won. 


The South Kovean people are strongly demanding probe 
into the scandals and the punishment of criminals, a sig..ed 
commentary of NODUNG SINMUN says, and notes: 


Upset by this, the No Tae-u group helped Chon K yong- 
hwan, a prime mover of the scandal, escape abroad in 
secrecy and called him back in a foolish attempt to cover 
its crime in deeply involving himself in the sc _. da! 
Never should it go unnoticed that the traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan prattled that he was “very sorry” for the 
scandal or he wanted “the error to be sorted out” by the 
authorities rather than continuing to take issue with it. It 


iS an attempt to cover the t. uth of the scandal by force of 


power before being probed. 


The No Tae-u group, in league with the traitor Chon 
Tu-hwan, get the “Supreme Prosecutor's Office” inves- 
tigate into it in a bid to shift the blame for it onto a few 
henchmen and relieve the prime mover and themselves 
from the blame after manipulating it behind the scene 
and raking up a large amount of money. 


However hard they are resorting to clumsy tricks to 
cover their crime, they can never veil their crime as 
chieftains of scandals who have amassed illegal wealth 
by bleeding people white. 


In order to put an end to corruption in South Korea, the 
dictatorial system of the “Democratic Justice Party”, the 
U.S. colonial system and military system, on which the No 
Tae-u “regime” is based, must be liquidated, MINJU CHO- 
SON stresses in a signed afticle: The traitor No Tae-u who is 
patronizing Chon Kyong-hwan's corruption should step 
down as unanimously demanded by the people. 


South Opposition Views Chon Kyong-hwan ‘Escape’ 
SK211058 Pyongvang KCNA in Enelish 1013 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 21 XACNA)}—-Chon Kyong- 
hwan, a younger brother of the traitor Chon Tu-hwan. 
hurriedly escaped to Japan on March 18 as his scandals 
were disclosed. In this regard South Korean opposition 
parties issued statements on March 19, according to a 
report. 


A spokesman for the Party for Peace and Democracy 
said the flight of Chon Kyong-hwan to Japan makes 
people wonder if the present “government” was not 
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behind 1. He unsed the No Tae-u “regime” to investigate 
into all scandals overall in those days of the Chon 
Tu-hwan “regime” including the “New Village Move- 
ment Headquarters.” 


A spokesman for the Democratic Party asked “the rea- 
son why the ‘government’ which made commitments to 
the clean-up of the corruption of the Chon Tu-hwan 
‘regime’ helped Chon Kyong-hwan escape abroad in top 
secrecy.” 


A spokesman for the Republican Party demanded that 
the No Tae-u's “‘government’ authorities clear them- 
selves before the people of the suspicion of helping 
Chon’s flight abroad and take stringent judicial measures 
against him.” 


Castro Reiteration of Cuban Olympic Stand Noted 
SK200855 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0849 GATT 
20 Mar &! 


[Text] Havana March 18 (KCNA}—Comrade Fidel 
Castro Ruz, president of the Council of State and pres- 
ident of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 
Cuba, reciaritied Cuba's stand at a ceremony of present- 
ing awards to the best Cuban athletes on March 16 that 
Cuba will not attend the forthcoming Olympic games in 
case the co-hosting with the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea 1s not realized. 


He said that Cuban athletes will be respected and loved 
by the Cuban people whether they get medals or not, 
whether they participate in Olympic games or not. 


Cuba will go to the Olympiad with pleasure if an 
agreement on co-hosting 1s reached at the last moment, 
he said, and stressed that Cuba would not negiect 1. 


Cuba's decision not to go to Seoul ts a very honourable 
yet serious moral problem, a problem of solidarity with 
the people of a fraternal country, he stated. 


Noting that the choice of Seoul as the venue of Olyinpics 
was wrong, he said that this was made without a consid- 
eration of what will happen during the games in South 
Korea where there exists a repressive “regime”. 


It is painful to note that Olympic games and sports 
movement were influenced by Western machinations, he 
stressed. 


He stated thai Cuba would not stop sports development 
but will promote all necessary preparations for the 
Pan-American games. 
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Cooperation Treaty Marked at Cuban Embassy 
SAISUSOS Pyoneyane AC NA in Enelish 0443 GM] 
iS Vlar SA 


[Text] Pyongyang March 18 (KCNA}—Danilo Soto- 
longo Hernandez. charge d’affaires ad interim of the 
Cuban Embassy in Pyongyang. gave a party on the 
evening of March 17 in his embassy on the occasion of 
the second anniversary of the conclusion or the treaty of 
trendship and cooperation between the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and the Republic of Cuba 


The cha ge d'affaires ad interim said tn his speech that 
the treaty of friendship and cooperation between Cuba 
and Korea has made a great contribution to strengthen- 
ing and developing the friendly and cooperative rela- 
tions between the two countries to a higher stage in all 
fields. 


Noting that two years ago Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz 
expressed in Pyongyang firm support to and solidarity 
with the struggle of the Korean people, he stressed that 
Cuba reaffirmed her consistent support to the correct 
policy of Comrade K:r: Il-song and the Workers’ Party 
of Korea for the independent and peaceful reunification 
of Korea. He went on: The party. government and people 
of Cuba denounce the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercises of the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets and firmly support the heroic struggle of the 
Korean people to reunify the country independently and 
peacefully. 


Over the past two years since the conclusion of the treaty 
of friendship and cooperation between the two countries 
the friendly and cooperative relations between Cuba and 
Korea have excellently developed in various fields in the 
spirit agreed upon between Comrade Fidel Castro and 
Comrade Kim Il-song. he noted, and said: and we will 
actively strive to further strengthen and develop these 
excellent friendly and cooperative relations. 


Han Si-hae, vice-director of a department of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, spoke next. 


Noting that the frendship between the two parties. 
governments and peoples 1s a very solid, true and inde- 
structible one which no force can break, he said: We are 
filled with the determination to further consolidate and 
develop these friendly relations. 


He continued: Respected Comrade Fidel Castro has 
maintained a revolutionary stand that the 24th Olympic 
games should be held in conformity with the reunifica- 
tion cause of the Korean people and the desire of the 
honest-minded people of the world and made great 
efforts to realise cohosting of the Olympiad by the North 
and the South. This was precious support to our people. 


Today the Cuban party, government and people are 
vigorously accelerating the revolution and construction 
under the slogan “Production and defence” decisively 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


smashing the anti-Cuba manoeuvres of the U.S. imperi- 
alists under the leadership of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Cuba headed by respected 
Comrade Fidel Castro 


The Korean party. government and people wish the 
Cuban party. governmeni and people new victory and 
success in Carrying out the decisions of the Third Con- 
gress of the C ymmunist Party of Cuba and will always 
express firm support and solidarity for your just Cause. 


Kim Chi-ho Attends Meeting Marking Tunisis Day 
SA220433 Pyonevang KCNA in English 0418 GM] 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA}—A meeting was 
held in Pyongyang Monday on the occasion of the 
national day of the Republic of Tunisia. 


Attending there were Kim Chi-ho, vice-minister of gen- 
eral education and vice-chairman of the Korea-Tunisia 
Friendship Association. other officials concerned and 
working people in the city. 


At the meeting a speaker laid stress on strengthening the 
friendship and solidarity between the Korean and Tunt- 
sian peoples. 


Japanese Chongnyon Officials Begin Visit 
SK191046 Pyoneyane KCNA in Enelish 1042 GMT 
19 Mar SS 


[Text] Pyongyang March 19 (KCNA}—A home-visiting 
group of functionaries of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) headed by Pak 
Yun-ki arrived in Wonsan on March 18 by the ship 
“Mangyongbong™ to visit the socialist homeland. 


U.S., Japanese Moves Denounced 
SK221026 Pyvonevane KCNA in Enelish 10200 GMT 
22 Mar &8& 


[Text] Tokyo March 20 (KNS-KCNA}—Pak Chae-no, 
vice-chairman of the Central Standing Committee of the 
General Association of Korean Residents in Japan 
(Chongnyon), in his lecture on the situation given on 
March 12 at the central branch of Santama Under 
Chongnyon, denounced the U.S. imperialists and the 
Japanese reactionaries for rendering zealous support to 
and working hand in glove with the South Korean 
puppets in the smear campaign over the KAL incident in 
order to meet their vital interests. 


He said the No Tae-u group invented the shocking incident 
with the aim of turning the December 1987 puppet presi- 
dential elections in its favor and extending the military 
fascist dictatorship and with the aim of destroying the South 
Korean people's struggle against fascism and for democracy 
and making an excuse for its refusal to accede to the 
DPRK's peace negotiation proposai. 
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In particular, he scathingly condemned the Japanese 
reactionaries for speaking ill of the DPRK and intensi- 
tying crackdown on Chongnyon and Koreans in Japan. 
working in league with the South Korean puppets. 


South ‘Fascists’ Plan To Rehire Army Retirees 
SK220443 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0431 GMT 
22 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA}—The No Tae-u 
military fascist clique Sunday revealed its criminal 
intention to use the retired officers of the puppet army as 
“security instructors” under the pretext of expanding the 
socalled “opportunity of their employment”, according 
lo a rau’o report from Seoul. 


The tascist clique prattled that “security instructors” 
would introduce “situation of security” at all schools 
from primary schools to universities, “government” 
organs, workshops and so on. 


The clique 1s going to use them as venal trumpeters to 
incite antagonism and confrontation and war fever 
against the North. 


The “security” on the lips of the puppets is part of 
anti-communist rackets to extend their military dictator- 
ship by keeping the mind of people from running 
towards the North, putting down the people's desire for 
independence, democracy and reunification, stepping up 
the “two Koreas” plot and war preparations. 


South Students Refuse Military Participation 
SK220457 Pyonevang KCNA in English 0439 GMT 
jy Mar ASS 


[Text) Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA)}—South Korean 
Students are rejecting exercise at frontline units of the 
puppet army forced upon them by the No Tae-u military 
fascist clique to use them as a cannon fodder for the U.S. 
imperialists, according to a report from Seoul. 


Students of Seoul University on March 21 staged a powerful 
demonstration against the fascist clique’s scheme to bring 
them to frontline units of the puppet army. 


On the same day, students at Sogang University, follow- 
ing their protest on March 19, held a rally on the 
university campus and siaged a demonstration against 
the exercise, shouting ‘abolish military education of 
s'-dents.” 


This foiled the fascist clique’s scheme to drag students of 
the university to frontline units of the puppet army that 
morning. 
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Steel, Power Production Processes Completed 
SK211056 Pvonevane KCNA in English 1010 GM7 
ma | Mar SA 


[Text] Pyongyang March 2! (KCNA}—Continuous 
roughing machine No. 4, an object for the second-stage 
expansion project of the Kim Chaek iron and steel 
complex, has recently been built and began to produce 
steel billet. All 1ts equipment from the moiten iron relay 
device to the flat ingot carrying process has been mech- 
anized and automated. 


Its advantage 1s marked by increased roughing capacity 
of the complex. 


The builders of Taechon power stations finished the 
assembling of generator No. 2 of large capacity for the 
Taechon power station No. 2. 


This has provided one more guarantee for the creation of 
generating capacity of more than !|.2 million kva within 
the first half of this year. 


Railway Electrification Project Completed 
SK210534 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0530 GMT 
21 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Pyongyang March 21 (KCNA}—The Kangdong- 
Hari railway electrification proyeci has been finished and 
the section was opened to traffic in Korea on March 20 


This has made it possible to more satisfactorily meet the 
needs for transport of coal produced in the Kangdong 
and Hari Districts and provide better living conve- 
niences for the inhabitants. 


Last year railway sections some 60 kilometre long 
including the Hongui-Haksong section have been 
switched over to electric traction, and this year the 
electrification is going ahead at the Nodong-Hambukil- 
sin, Kimchaek-Songjin fire-proof material works’ indus- 
tria’ railway and other sections. 


Nearly 3.000 kilometre sections have been switched over 
to electric traction in Korea now. 


The proportion of haulage by electric locomotives has 
increased by 12 percent as compared with 7 years ago. 


Scientists Stress Future Goals To Aid Country 
SK220505 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0446 GMT 
22 Mar 3c 


[Text] Pyongyang March 22 (KCNA)}—A meeting of 
scientists of the Academy of Sciences was held Monday 
on the spot to carry through the teachings given by the 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song at the | 3th plenary 
meeting of the Sixth Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea and the decisions of the plenary meeting. 
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\ report of Kim Kyong-pong. president of the Academy 
ot Sciences was followed by speeches of scientists. 


[hey laid stress on developing the major scientific 
domains including electronic engineering. biology and 
heat engineering to lift the science and technology of the 
couniry onto a new higher stage. 


They said that on the basis of big successes already 
achieved in the domain of electronic engineering. they 
would strengthen researches into developing computers. 
digital machine tool, automation devices and robots on a 
higher level, researches and development of various 
materials, electronic elements, various kinds of inte- 
grated circuits needed for the automation, robotisation 
and computerization of the national economy and the 
researches into elements and electronic devices needed 
tor rays fibre communications. 


They laid stress on conducting a brisk research into 
breeding more high-yielding strains suited to the specific 
conditions of our country and developing the microbio- 
logical engineering to solve the problem of protein feed 
and extensively developing sea culture to increase 
agutic production. 


They noted that they would intensify their scientific 
research into making an extensive use of low-grade coal 
in all sectors, realising the heating system and gasifica- 
tion mm town and rural villages and making an effective 
utthzation of solar heat, wind power and other natural 
energy and concentrate their efforts on the solution of 
scientific and technological problems in the construction 
of mayor chemical industrial bases including the Sun- 
chon vinalon complex and the Sariwon potassic fertilizer 
complex and in keeping their production going up. 


They emphasized they would strive to solve scientific 
and technological problems arising in the development 
of chuche-oriented iron and steel industries and in the 
extensive production of light metals and the pressing 
screntific and technological problems in the mining 
industry and other sectors of the national economy and 
to develop basic science. 


A resolution was adopted at the meeting. 


Daily Urges Improved Public Health Service 
SK 190426 Pyongvang KCNA in English 0421 GMT 
14 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 19 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN Friday editorially called for improving the public 
health service as required by the developing reality in 
hearty response to the decision of the 13th plenary 
meeting of the Sixth Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea held some time ago. 


The editorial said: 
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For the improvement of the public health service. 11 1s 
imperative to thoroughly implement the party's policy of 
preventive medicine, radically improve the quality of 
preventive medicine. further modernize the health ser- 
vice facilities and instruments and put health services on 
a solid scientific and technical basis. 


The health workers should strengthen hygienic propa- 
ganda. hygienic and anti-epidemic work. environmental 
protection, medical treatment al preventive cemires and 
the section-doctor system to keep the living and working 
conditions of the working people neat and clean and 
prevent diseases. 


Improvement of the quality of medical ser). > hk 
working people 1s an important task of the wc helt 
sector to mmprove health service. It 1s i ‘an. to 
improve the methods of diagnosis and i ent, 


enhance the level of specialization of medical service and 
improve the management of hospitals. 


Another important task for improvement of health ser- 
vice 18 to rapidly develop medical science and technology 
and improve the training of health workers. 


Anniversary of Ryudasom Meeting Observed 
SA2/0550 Pyvonevane KCNA in Enelish OS38 GMT 
21 Mar 88 


[Text] Pyongyang March 21 (KCNA}—A _ Saebyol 
{ounty meeting was held on March 19 to mark the 55th 
anniversary of the Ryudasom meeting which was orga- 
nized and guided by the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song in the period of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. 


Penetrating with clairvoyant intelligence inte the orevailing 
Situation at the time when the Japanese imperialist aggres- 
sors were leaving no stone unturned to stamp out the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle of the Korean people in its 
cradle, Comrade Kim I!-song ied a unit of the anti-Japanese 
people's guerrilla army into the Ryuda Island of Kyongwon 
County (Ryuda Island of Saebyol County, North Hamgyong 
Province) in March 1933 and convened on March 2! a 
meeting of the political workers and chiefs of underground 
revolutionary organisations who were dispatched to this 
arca, the reporter said, and went on: 


At the meeting the great leader said that the most 
important task of the revolutionary organisations and 
revolutionaries at home was to carry through the policy 
of the Wangjaesan meeting and to this end he put 
forward a series of important matters on revolutionizing 
and rallying the masses to lay a solid massive founda- 
tions of the revolution, building and consolidating semi- 
guerrilla zone on its basis and making revolutionaries 
and political workers at home have skilful ability and 
methods of underground work. 


The Ryudasom meeting was a historical one of a great 
significance in firmly guaranteeing the chuche-based 
development of the Korean revolution, actively arousing 
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the revolutionaries and people at home to the anti- 
Japanese struggle, expanding the semi-guerrilla zone 
along the northern border area and expanding and 
developing the anti-Japanese armed struggle into the 
homeland. 


After the meeting, a large number of revolutionary 
Organisations were expanded and strengthened in the 
area along the River Tuman and the flames of the 
anti-Japanese armed struggle spread into the homeland. 
The heroic anti- Japanese armed struggle eventually 
brought the sacred cause of the liberation of the country 
to accomplishment. 


South Korea 


Government, DJP To Redefine Kwangju Incident 
SK240814 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
24 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] The government and the DJP, redefining the 
nature of the Kwangju incident, will work out detailed 
settlement measures, including compensation for the 
victims, and will announce the results in the near future. 


On 24 March a high-level DJP source revealed that “the 
party and the government offices concerned, including 
the Home Affairs Ministry and the Government Admin- 
istration Ministry, have studied and reviewed detailed 
settlemeni measures in connection with the Kwangju 
incident based on the recommendation of the Commit- 
tee for Democracy and National Reconciliation 
[CDNR].” 


The source added that “on the occasion of President No 
Tae-u’s inspection tour of local areas, the party and the 
government will present their positions and _ policies 
toward the compensation measures and definition of the 
nature [of the Kwangju incident].” 


Concerning the nature of the Kwangju incident, which 
was formerly defined as ‘‘a riot by mobsters,” the source 
said that a new definition will be presented and referred 
to in the recommendation of the CDNR to describe the 
incident “as part of the efforts for democratization.” 


It is also learned that the government and the DJP plan 
to enact a special law concerning compensation mea- 
sures for the victims, including bereaved families and 
wounded persons, as soon as the |3th-term National 
Assembly is formed and will implement the compensa 
tion measure. 


‘Apology’ Under Consideration 
SK241013 Seoul YONHAP in English 
1003 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Seoul, March 24 (YONHAP)}—The govern- 
ment of President No Tae-u is likely to redefine the 
bloody 1980 civilian uprising in Kwangju as a part of the 
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efforts for democracy and also apologize to the victims 
and their families, a highly placed government source 
said on Thursday. [passage omitted] 


The source, who declined to be named, said the govern- 
ment is seriously considering including an apology in the 
expression of regret. 


He also said the government is studying whether a 
special law should be enacted for the compensation or 
whether it will take the form of government donations. 
[ passage omitted] 


The source said relevant government ministries have 
been working on the reconciliatory measures in accor- 
dance with the recommendation from the ad hoc com- 
mission On democracy and reconciliation. 


The commission, set up by President No before his 
inauguration for studies on ways to achieve democratic 
reforms he pledged during his presidential campaign. 
produced a recommendation calling on the government 
to apologize and provide compensation to the victims 
and their families. 


The commission concluded in its recommendation that 
excessive military action had touched off the bloody 
uprising. 


In May 1980, tens of thousands of Kwangju citizens 
poured into the streets to stage massive demonstrations 
demanding an end to martial law and that dissident 
leader Kim Tae-chung be released. 


After bloody clashes between the demonstrators and 
martial law forces that lasted for 10 days, the official 
death toll stood at 191. 


Further Reportage on Saemaul Undong ‘Scandal’ 


Prosecution Focuses on Embezzlement 
SK230111 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 pp 1, 11 


[Text] The prosecution, investigating charges against the 
scandal-ridden Saemaul Undong (New Community 
Movement) Headquarters, yesterday subpoenaed and 
questioned five former senior officials of the movement 
to determine whether ex-chancellor Chon Kyong-hwan 
misappropriated funds. 


The five included Chong Chang-hi, 47, accounting 
department chief; Mun Chong, 44, public relations 
department head; and Kim Sang-mun, accounting sec- 
tion chief. 


The Central Investigation Department of the Prosecutor 
General’s Office also summoned for testimony nine 
former and incumbent high-ranking officials of three 
organizations with which the movement had once main- 
tained or are maintaining close relations. Among the 
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nine people summoned were Ui Sang-uk, ex-owner of the 
weekly Saemaul Shinmun; Hwang Hung-sik, 37, general 
affairs department chief of the weekly; Kim Ik-yong, a 
former director of the Korea Credit Guarantee Fund 
(KCGF); Choe Song-nak, ex-immigration department 
chief of the Korea Overseas Development Corp. 
(KODC); and Chong Il-hon, accounting section chief of 
the same corporation. 


Investigators said the nine people were subpoenaed to 
provide testimonies as references on how the movement 
took over the Saemaul Shinmun and whether Chon 
peddled influence with the KCGF in purchasing its 
building at a price higher than the market price and 
whether Chon misused :noney provided by the KODC 
for overseas travel expenses. 


The top prosecution also impounded account books 
from the Saemaul Headquarters, the Saemaul leaders 
Fostering Foundation and the Saemaul Shinmun for 
comparison with documents supplied by the Board of 
Audit and Inspection and the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


Prosecutors and their aides closely reviewed the docu- 
ments to determine if official funds of the three organi- 
zations were improperly used. 


Prosecutor Kang Won-il who is in charge of investigating 
alleged irregularities of the movement and its affiliated 
organizations said his team summoned the 14 people for 
questioning in an initial probe based on documents 
presented by the two government agencies. 


A senior prosecutor, who declined to be identified, said 
Chon Kyong-hwan, 46, younger brother of former Pres- 
ident Chon Tu-hwan, is expected to be summoned this 
weekend when the prosecution finishes its probe into 
former and incumbent officials of the movement and the 
Home Ministry. 


Two former KCGF officials reportedly told investigators 
the KCGF did not purchase its building at a price higher 
than market price after being pressed by Chon to do so. 


It was rumored that the younger Chon forced the com- 
pany to purchase a 20-story building in Tohwa-dong, 
Mapo-gu in western Seoul for 35 billion won, about 10 
billion won more than the street price, in 1985. 


While undergoing questioning, KODC officials testified 
that the state-invested corporation spent 51.9 million 
won on travel expenses for foreign officials and Chon at 
the request of the movement in 1984. 


The prosecution also questioned Ui on how he turned 
over the ownership of the Saemaul Shinmun. 


Based on the documents seized from the Saemaul Head- 
quarters and other organizations affiliated with the 
movement, the prosecution continued investigating to 
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determine whether Chon embezzled official funds, mis- 
appropriated donations the movement collected from 
business concerns and diverted his capital abroad. 


The prosecution plans to ask the Office of National Tax 
Administration to submit taxation data showing in 
detail the personal property of Chon. 


The probe will also concentrate on uncovering malprac- 
tices in projects conducted by the movement, embezzle- 
ment, the illegal amassing of wealth and influence ped- 
dling by Chon’s aides for their personal profits. 


The prosecution yesterday asked the immigration 
bureau of the Justice Ministry to prevent 20 former and 
incumbent officials of the movement and six of their 
wives from leaving the country. 


They include Chon Kyong-hwan and his wife, Son Chon- 
ki, 44; Kim Tong-ha, 65, chancellor; Chong Chang-hi. 
45, ex-accounting department head; Pak Yong-kyu, 48, 
former deputy secretary general; and his wife, Yi Chong- 
ok, 45; and Chong Sang-hun, 53, general affairs depart- 
ment chief. 


The number of officials of the movement and related 
government agencies to be banned from departing the 
country will be increased as the investigation proceeds, 
prosecution sources said. 


However, there is no way to summon Kim Chin-taek, 
former director of planning anc coordination, unless he 
voluntarily returns home. Kim, a close aide to the 
younger Chon and a key figure in the allegedly illegal 
purchase of farmland tract on Yongchong Island off 
Inchon, left the country last month. 


Legal Punishments Considered 
SK230113 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] As the prosecution launched a full-scale probe 
into the scandal swirling around the Saemaul Undong 
Headquarters, public attention focused on what legal 
punishment can be expected if ex-Chancellor Chon 
Kyong-hwan and other Saemaul officials are found 


guilty. 


The charges against forme- President Chon Tu-hwan’s 
younger brother Chon Kyong-hwan, could be filed under 
several laws. 


For alleged usurpation of government subsidies and 
public donations for the Saemaul movement, the Crim- 
inal Law could be applied. The charge would be derelic- 
tion of duty and embezzlement. 


If they misappropriated more than 100 million won, a 
three-year prison term could be added to the prison term 
handed down under the law on aggravated penalty on 
specific economic crimes. 
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Money subsidized or donated by the state and provincial 
governments should be used as regulated by the law 
controlling budgeting and management of government 
subsidy. 


If the Saemaul officials are convicted of receiving subsi- 
dies for false projects or through other illegal means, they 
face a maximum five years in jail and 5 million won fine. 


The same punishment is imposed on the public servant 
who provided the government subsidy if he was aware in 
advance of the irregularity involved. 


Those who misused the government subsidy could also 
be sentenced to up to three years in prison and fined a 
maximum 2 million won. 


The land-reclamation work launched by a Saemaul 
suborganization on Yongjong Island off Inchon without 
government sanction violated the law controlling recla- 
mation of public waters. 


Violaters face a maximum one-year imprisonment and a 
10-million-won fine. 


If the Saemaul officials forced the Yongjong islanders to 
sell their privately-cwned lands for the construction of a 
training center there, they could be charged with infring- 
ing upon the rights of others. 


The alleged misappropriation by ranking Saemaul offi- 
cials of the money coilected as travel expenses for 
overseas trips also constitutes a crime. 


They allegedly received some 5.36 billion won from 
6,637 Saemaul leaders going overseas on training tours 
during the 1981-87 period, and used 471 million won for 
different purposes. 


In this case, those responsible for the usurpation could 
stand trial for embezzlement and dereliction of duty. 


The Saemaul Headquarters reportedly collected 25.6 
billion won in donations from local firms in the form of 
semi-tax payments. 


If Saemaul officials used coercion in the process of 
collecting money, they also face legal punishment. 


The headquarter’s alleged hunting for concessions is 
against the law governing public servants’ performance 
of official duties or the law on lawyers’ activities. 


Under the Criminal Law, those convicted of blackmail- 
ing Or embezzlement can be sentenced to up to a 10-year 
jail term and fined a maximum 50 million won. 


Violation of the law governing lawyers’ activities carries 
a maximum five-year jail term or a fine of less than 10 
million won, and the law on city planning a maximum 
one-year prison term or a fine of less than | million won. 
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‘Excessive’ Chor Imports Viewed 
SK230117 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The prosecution yesterday started an investiga- 
tion into an allegation that Chon Kyong-hwan peddled 
his influence to import an excessive number of calves in 
1983, which resulted in a sharp drop in cattle prices, a 
prosecution source said. 


The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries alleg- 
edly imported about 74,000 calves in 1983, 14,000 more 
than the original plan, under the pressure of Chon who 
was the secretary general of the Saemaul Undong (New 
Community Movement) Headquarters, a ministry 
source said. 


The new allegation was disclosed yesterday amid a burst 
of reports on the scandal surrounding the headquarters 
and Chon who once headed the organization. 


The excessive imports drastically pulled down cattle 
prices, dealing a big blow to livestock farmers. A 29-year- 
old livestock farmer even committed suicide over his 
large debt. 


The prosecution took over documents related to the 
excessive import from the ministry and other organiza- 
tions, the source said. 


It said the prosecution is investigating summoned min- 
istry officials suspected of being connected with the 
cattle import from the United States, Canada and other 
countries. 


The ministry source said the ministry originally planned 
to import 50,000 head in 1983 as part of efforts to 
stabilize soaring cattle prices. 


The price surged to about 1.5 million won per animal in 1983. 


The ministry changed its original plan since Chon 
moved to additionally import 24,000 head despite oppo- 
sition from the government, according to the source. 


It said the ministry initially opposed Chon’s idea on the 
ground that the excessive import was feared to sharply 
decrease prices and a private organization was banned 
from importing cattle. 


The ministry, however, was unable to stop Chon as he 
was a powerful man at that time, the source said. Chon is 
a younger brother of former President Chon Tu-hwan. 


It is true that he asked the minister of agriculture, 
forestry & fisheries to distribute imported calves to 
leaders of the new community movement, but the deci- 
sion wal up to the minister, Chon was quoted as saying. 
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Chon was further quoted as saying he viewed that it 
would be good for movement leaders to buy imported 
calves as they dedicated themselves to the new commu- 
nity movement without sufficient rewards. 


The price of imported calves was lower than others at 
that time. 


According to ministry statistics, the average price of a calf 
was around | million won in 1984. But the price plummeted 
to 246,000 won in 1985 and 192,000 won in 1986. 


Many cattle farmers were said to be enraged over reports 
that Chon was deeply involved in the excessive import of 
calves. 


A 50-year-old man was quoted as saying that he began 
livestock farming in 1984 in line with the government 
policy to boost livestock farming by purchasing 40 head 
of cattle. 


One year after, however, he sold the calves as their prices 
dropped drastically, said Choe Pong-su living in Chong- 
won in Chungchongpuk-do. 


A 53-year-old cattle farmer was quoted as saying that the 
price cut severely hit all livestock farmers. 


Chon’s Use of Funds for Gifts Noted 
SK230121 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Chon Kyong-hwan purchased a large number of 
enc) -lopedias with Saemaul funds to distribute them to 
the residents of Hapchon, Kyongsangnam-do where he 
planned to run for a National Assembly seat, it was 
learned yesterday. 


Chon, former chancellor of the Saemaul Undong (New 
Community Movement) Headquarters, bought the 30-vol- 
ume Korean language encyclopedias in August 1986. He 
stamped his seal on each volume to use them in case he ran 
for the National Assembly, said a Saemaul official. 


The books had been kept in the chancellor’s residence 
inside the complex of a Saemaul training institute in 
Songnam, Kyonggi-do until they were secretly moved 
out recently, said the official. 


He said Chon pretended that he would give the encyclo- 
pedias to the Saemaul libraries when he purchased them. 
However, he intended to use them as gifts for the 
residents of Hapchon because he was planning to run for 
the National Assembly after he resigned as the Saemaul 
head, the official alleged. 


He said Chon often invited Hapchon residents to his 
home in Songnam and held parties for them. Nominally, 
they came to Seoul for Saemaul training. 
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Meanwhile, Chon’s office, located on the fourth floor of 
the headquarters building in Tungchon-dong, Seoul, is 
very luxurious, said another Saemaul official. 


It has been reported that the construction and interior 
decoration of the office room cost over 4 million won per 
pyong (5.3 sq. meters), which was about seven to eight 
times the ordinary cost. 


Officials Fear Tie-In With Case 
SK230243 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The prosecution’s investigation into the alleged 
corruption and irregularities at Saemaul headquarters 
has prompted public officials of the related offices to 
worry about getting burned by sparks set off by the 
scandal. 


Fearing the possibility that they may become as scape- 
goats to calm the public outcry over the scandal, officials 
who have working relations with the Saemaul movement 
have been put in a difficult position. 


It is speculated that in the course of licensing or super- 
vising projects carried out by the headquarters, they 
might have neglected their duty or bowed to influence 
coming from outside, being involved in allegedly wide- 
spread embezzlement and corruption by the Saemaul 
movement led by Chon Kyong-hwan over seven years. 


Such related offices as the Home, Education, Sports and 
Construction Ministries have already submitted docu- 
ments demanded by the prosecution and other offices 
are busy preparing for prosecution investigation. 


In particular, they are confused, not knowing who will be 
summoned and questioned by the investigation authorities. 


In case of the Home Ministry, the direct upper body of 
the headquarters, presented documents pointing to mea- 
sures taken by the ministry against Saemaul irregularities 
and its financial support for the movement. 


The ministry reportedly is busy preparing data and 
records in connection with such cases as Yongjong-do 
development, the purchase of a worn-out cargo vessel, 
collection of donations and diversion of donations. 


Twelve ministry officials and 17 staff members of the 
Saemaul headquarters were reprimanded recently for 
their involvement in scandalous cases and most of them 
will be subject to the prosecution summons. 


As former and incombent post holders who were or are 
in charge of supervision of the headquzrters will also be 
questioned, the entire ministry has been engulfed in 
apprehension. 
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The Education Ministry, which has sent 280 secondary 
school teachers abroad every year since 1982 under the 
Saemaul training program, will be scrutinized over how 
it financed the overseas training program. 


The Seoul Board of Education submitted document: to 
prosecution officials when they visited to get informa- 
tion about the “leaders’ promotion foundation” which 
Saemaul headquarters set up on reclaimed land on 
Yongjong-do on March 21. 


In connection with the association for the promotion of 


sports founded by the Saemaul headquarters, the Sports 
Ministry has handed over annual account settlements 
detailing its 1,160 million won used to support the 
association. 


Opposition Forces Call for Probe 
$K230129 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Mar SS p ] 


Text] The opposition forces yesterday called for the 
invocation of a parliamentary right to probe major state 
affairs with regard to the alleged Saemau!l Headquarters 
financial scandal in what is seen as a mounting offensive 
with general elections just around the corner. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party 1s sure not to accept 
the demand but will find itself in growing public distavor 
while resisting the opposition call to investigate Chon 
Kyong-hwan’s alleged connection with the irregularities. 


Following the main opposition Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party, the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] 
formed a six-member fact-finding mission, led by floor 
leader Ho Kyong-man, yesterday. 


The PPD also urged the prosecution to launch a thor- 
ough “re-investigation” of various scandals, which have 
occurred during Chon Tu-hwan’s seven-year rule, as well 
as the case of “little Chon.” 


It demanded a ban on overseas trips by “the suspects in 
other scandals,” claiming that relatives of the former 
president were involved in some major cases of corrup- 
tion in the past. 


President No Tae-u should be subject to investigation as 
he was alleged to have provided Chon Kyong-hwan with 
unlawful assistance when No served as home minister, 
the PPD said in a statement. 


The controversial Saemaul Movement Headquarters is 
subject to administrative super;vision of the Home Min- 


istry. 


The RDP expressed fear that the law enforcement 
authorities may attempt a cover-up of the real picture 
after a superficial investigation. 
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In a joint meeting of the RDP’s probe team and party 
executives, it decided to make the most of the Saemaul 
scandal to generate an “opposition boom” in the elec- 
tions, slated for around April 26, party sources said. 


The RDP’s six-member probe team was organized Mon- 
day under the leadership of Rep. Kwon O-tae, a vice 
president of the party. 


Five other members are Reps. Hwang Nak-chu, Mok 
Yo-sang. Mun Chung-su, Song Chon-yong and Kim 
Chung-kil. 


The two opposition parties separately demanded that the 
House look into the Chon Kyong-hwan case with focus 
on the administration’s cooperation with the younger 
brother of the just-retired president. 


The parliamentary right to probe into the administration 
has been sought after by the opposition several times but 
has never been invoked because of vetoes by the Dem- 
ocratic Justice Party. 


PPD acting president Pak Young-suk will bare an 
interim report of the party’s own investigation and its 
official posture on the issue soon, party officials said. 


Stock Prices Respond by Falling 
§$K 230321 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 6 


[Text] Share prices plunged across the board yesterday as 
nervous investors buffeted by the recent disclosures of 
scandals involving Chon Kyong-hwan scrambled to bail out. 


The broad-based composite stock price index fell to 
635.64 in the morning session, off a mere 3.17 points 
from the previous day’s closing due to an upswing in the 
last eight sessions. 


But, in the afternoon session, wide-spread rumors that 
Chon invested an estimated 20 billion won in the local 
bourse sent the index down an additional 12.85 points to 
close at 622.79. 


The sagged market sentiment brought about a dwindle in 
trading activities with a mere 6.3 million shares changing 
hands, against 7.1 million Monday. 


Losers outnumbered gainers 341 to 49 with as much as 
87 issues bottoming out to the “lower limit of daily 
fluctuation.” 


Brokers said selling outpaced buying as enthusiasm 
tapered off sharply amid a flurry of reports of financial 
irregularities involving Chon. 


There was only scattered selective buying centering on a 
few blue-chip manufacturing and incentive-backed 
issues. 


FBIS-EAS-88-057 
24 March 1988 


The so-called “troika” stocks—construction, trading and 
financial issues—which have so far led the bullish sar- 
ket, were battered seriously. 


DJP Candidate Refuses Nomination in Protest 
SK230221 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in Enelish 
23 Mar 88 p 2 


[From the “Press Pocket” column: “Withdrawal of Can- 
didacy”’ 


[Text] Pak Hyon-tae, former president of the Korea 
Broadcasting System (KBS), gave up the Democratic 


Justice Party’s nomination for Tongnae B district of 


Pusan in the general elections yesterday in protest 
against the party’s change of constituencies. 


Pak said in a statement issued yesterday, “I withdraw 
from the party nomination for Pusan’s Tongnae district 
because I believe I can not bear the assignment. | think it 
is a right way to avoid causing any more troubles to the 
party and my colleagues.” 


He was nominated for Tongnae B district against his 
intention to run in the Sachon-Samchonpo district. 
Observers said his decision was made in protest against 
the shift of electoral precincts. 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik, on hearing Pak’s with- 
drawal, commented, “Everybody can have a difficulty in 
the beginning when he is to run in a place which he had 
not dreamed of. I will tell him to accept the nomination 
and run in the area.” 


Pak was to compete with tough opposition candidate 
Pak Kwan-yong should he take up Pusan’s Tongnae B 
district as recommended by the party. 


Opposition Parties Begin Separate Lists 
SK230143 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
23 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] With ail hopes for a merger shattered. the oppo- 
sition Reunification Democratic Party and its rival Party 
for Peace and Democracy [PPD] have separately begun 
screening their parliamentary hopefuls. 


The two rival parties completed applications for the 
nomination for parliamentary candidacy yesterday. 


The RDP and the PPD are expected to announce their 
nominees late this week. 


The minor opposition New Democratic Republican 
Party [NDRP] led by Kim Chong-pil yesterday 
announced its initial batch of 121 nominees. The total 
number of electoral districts is 224, each electing one 
lawmaker under the samll constituency system. 
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\long with screening for their parliamentary nominees, 
the RDP and the PPD have separately sought the entry 
of noted figures with fresh images. 


Fierce contests between the rival parties in the Seoul 
districts would be inevitable to win the status of the 
major Opposition party. 


Both parties lack promising candidates to run in Seoul 
and other major cities due to the opposition split. 


Seven lawyers including Kang Sin-ok, two professors and 
several dissident figures, entered the opposition RDP 
yesterday. 


The lawyers are Kim Kwang-il, No Mu-hyon, Yo Tong- 
yong. Yi Ki-mun, Yu Taek-hyong and Cho Man-hu. 


The two professors are Hyon Song-il of Kungmin Uni- 
versity and No Song-u from Hanguk University of 
Foreign Studies. 


Lawyer Kang ts certain to get the party nomination for 
the Mapo B district of seoul and Profs. Hyon and No 
seek to run in the Songbuk B and Tongdaemun A 
districts respectively. 


The other lawyers will run in the districts of Pusan, 
Taegu and Inchon. 


Former activists students leader Yi Sin-pom applied for 
the candidacy in the Yongsan district of Seoul. 


RDP parliamentary hopefuls favored the districts of 
Pusan city and Kyongsangnam-do province, stronghold 
of the RDP and its de facto leader Kim Yong-sam, while 
few applied for the districts of the Kwangju and Cholla 
province, power base of the PPD and its leader Kim 
Tae-chung. 


For the PPD, some 19 parliamentary hopefuls applied 
for the party nomination in the Muan district and 11 for 
the Hwasun-Koksong district in the Chollanam-do. 


Among the parliamentary nominces of the NDRP, its 
president Kim Chong-pil will rur in his native town of 
Puyo, his deputies Kim Hyo-yong and Choe Chae-ku in 
the Taebaek of Kwangwon-do and the Kangnam A 
district of Seoul respectively. 


Secretary general Kim Yong-chae will run in Nowon B 
district of Seoul, moving from his party town of Pochon, 
K yonggi-do. 


Chief policy-maker Kim Yong-hwan, former finance 
minister and financial supporter of the NDRP president, 
will run in the Taechon-Poryong district of Chungchon- 
gnam-do, former home minister Ku Cha-chun in the 
Talsong-Koryong district of Kyongsangpuk-do. 


FBIS-EAS-88-057 
24 March 1988 


RDP Set To Announce Candidate List 
$K 230303 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 2 


{Text} The RDP received applications from some 500 
aspirants, marking a competition ratio of 2.2:1. The 
party's six-member screening committee will announce 
the list of selected candidates Friday. 


It also plans to launch the central election campaign 
headquarters within this week before starting reorgani- 
zation of local chapters. 


The party has been eager to attract fresh figures to vie in 
such big cities as Seoul, Pusan and Taegu in a bid to 
project a changed party image. 


A group of lawyers, professors and dissident figures 
joined the RDP yesterday as a result of such efforts. The 
13 new members include lawyers Kang Sin-ok and No 
Mu-hyon, Profs. No Song-u and Hyon Song-il, and 
dissident activists Yi Sin-pom and Kim Wan-su. 


In addition to them, the party is contacting a few retired 
big-name politicians and renowned social leaders to 
persuade them to run in such “strategic” districts as 
Chongno and Chung-gu in Seoul. 


Despite the RDP efforts to win a victory in big cities, it 
is expected to fight an uphill battle there because it has to 
share opposition votes with the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD]. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party is likely to fare 
better in this election than in any previous one even in 
Seoul and other major cities which have traditionally 
shown strong support for the opposition. 


PPD To Assign ‘Best’ Candidates to Seoul 
SK230315 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] The PPD [Party for Peace and Democracy], 
considering the metropolitan area to be the decisive 
battlefield, will assign the best crop of its candidates 
here. 


It is hurrying to induce a second group of dissident 
figures, who were reinstated following President No 
Tae-u’s inauguration, into its fold so that they can fill the 
newly created districts in large cities. 


The party also completed application presentation by 
candidates for nomination yesterday and will announce 
the list of nominees this weekend. 


Revamping of regional chapters into election campaign 
centers is scheduled to begin next Monday. 
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The party leadership will soon sort out election issues 
and draft a campaign strategy. It will also make a 
decision on the comeback of former president Kim 
Tae-chung who resigned March 17. 


A majority of party officials want Kim to come back 
either as president or as chief election campaigner and 
exercise his influence on voters, especially in Cholla-do 
areas. 


NDRP Set To Finish Candidate Selection 
SK230051 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
23 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] The NDRP [New Democratic Republican Party] 
yesterday announced the names of | 23 candidates to run 
in the parliamentary elections on its ticket. 


It plans to complete selection of other candidates tomor- 
row. There are 224 electoral districts across the country. 


The minor opposition party will hold inauguration and 
reorganization rallies of district chapters beginning in 
Puyo, Chungchongnam-do, Sunday. 


Party president Kim Chong-pil is to run in Puyo, his 
hometown. 


In the April elections, the party seeks to win at least 20 
parliamentary seats, the minimum quorum required for 
a political party to form a floor negotiation group. 


No Supports Tax, Economic Policy Revisions 
SK190301 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
19 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] President No Tae-u said yesterday that top prior- 
ity in the execution of economic policies should be given 
to revitalizing the rural economy and fair distribution of 
wealth 


No told Economic Planning Minister Na Ung-pae that 
the taxation system must be improved in such a way as 
to alleviate tax burdens levied upon wage earners as a 
practical means to ensure the fair distribution of income. 


The President expressed criticism of the authoritarian 
and egoistic manner by enterprisers in the operation of 
their businesses, during a policy briefing session at 
Chongwadae, according to presidential spokesman Yi 
Su-chong. 


The Economic Planning Board was told to work out 
economic policies after fully monitoring diverse opin- 
ions from various interest groups and further Strive to 
gain the people’s full comprehension of the government's 
economic programs. 
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Urges Land Speculation Curbs 
SK190303 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD tn English 
19 Mar SS p 2 


[Text] President No Tae-u yesterday said that the gov- 
ernment should continue making efforts for price stabi- 
lization. 


Strong measures to restrict real estate speculation should 
also continue to protect low-income people, he said. 


No made these and other points after receiving a briefing 
from Minister of Economic Planning Na Ung-bae on the 
ministry's major policies for this year at Chongwadace. 


Referring to labor affairs, the President said that man- 
agement should regard their employees as “partners” 
and respect them. 
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“We should know that management and employees are 
in the same boat.” he added. 


Noting that promotion of the people’s welfare is one of 
the major policy programs of the Sixth Republic, No 
instructed the ministry to reform the tax system for a 
fairer distribution of wealth. 


“A reform is needed to reduce tax burdens of the 
working class.” he emphasized. 


As for trade conflicts and growing protectionism, the 
President said, ““The government roles in handling them 
are important. But companies should also actively cope 
with them.” 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Brunei 


Detention of Government Opponents Announced 
BK241014 Hong Kong AFP in English 0958 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Bandar Seri Begawan, March 24 (AFP)—Brunei 
officially announced Thursday the detention of two 
government opponents and the deregistration of their 
political party. 


A statement from the Prime Minister's Office said that 
Abdul Latiff Hamid, president of the National Demo- 
cratic Party (NDP), and Abdul Latiff Chuchu, the secre- 
tary-general, were detained under the Internal Security 
Act (ISA). 


They were ordered held “to prevent them from acting a 
a manner prejudicial to the security of Brunei Darussa- 
lam,” said the statement, telexed to AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE. Under the ISA, they can be held for 
up to two years without trial initially. 


It was the first official confirmation of the detentions, 
reported by party sources in mid-February. The state- 
ment gave no date for the arrests. 


It said the NDP had been deregistered under the Societ- 
ies Act, which prohibits the affiliation or connection of a 
Brunei society with any society outside the sultanate. 


It alleged that the NDP had connections with the Pacific 
Democratic Union. No details of the Pacific Democratic 
Union were given. 


The statement said that, contrary to published reports 
claiming that the NDP, formed in 1°85 after the oil-rich 
sultanate obtained independence from kritain, had a mem- 
bership of 4,000, figures furnished to ‘he registrar of soci- 
eties in 1986 showed that it had a membership of only 255. 


The NDP had been urging Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah to 
hold elections and introduce parliamentary government. 
Top party officials had said they wanted the sultan to 
stay on as head of a constitutional monarchy. 


Malaysia 


Defense Official on U.S. Role in Area 
BK2409025 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0900 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, March 24 (BERNAMA)—Malay- 
Sia realizes that defense expenditure should not be det- 
rimental to public welfare and believes in the strategy of 
conflict containment to ensure peace and security in the 
region, Deputy Defense Minister Abang Abu Bakar 
Mustafa said Thursday. 
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He said Malaysia had therefore been consistent 1n its 
dependence on these strategies and on those countries 
which shared in this collective sense of security. 


Malaysia, he said, believed that its security and defense 
could be somewhat assured in a “predatory environment” 
through mechanisms such as the 5-power defence arrange- 
ment, ASEAN and its concept of Southeast Asia being a 
zone of peace, freedom and neutrality (ZOPFAN). 


Abang Abu Bakar was delivering a keynote address at the 
Defense Services Asia (DSA) International Conference 
on “Southeast Asia and Asia-Pacific Security in the Final 
Decade of the 20th Century” here. 


The 2-day conference, attended by about 200 people. 
including from the United States, the Soviet Union, 
Japan, South Korea, and the ASEAN countries, was 
organized by the Malaysian International Affairs Forum 
(MIAF), a private and non-profit organization. 


Abang Abu Bakar said Malaysia had been steadfast to 
the principle that no nation should commit aggression 
against another. 


He also said that while beyond Southeast Asia the 
changing of balance of power was more the interplay of 
the major powers, within this region ASEAN had played 
a formative role in containing conflict. 


Its example of economic advancement was a model for 
others to emulate, he added. 


Nevertheless, he said that “not all is well in the ASEAN 
states. Problems of political stability and rebellion or 
insurgency is not a thing of the past for all of ASEAN. 


“While ZOPFAN is ASEAN’s goal. the issue of U.S 
military bases in the Philippines remains problematic,” 
he said. 


This issue, he added, had strategic ramifications that 
were substantive as they were long-term and one must 
not forget that the Soviets had been able to use Vietnam- 
ese bases at the same time. 


However, he said, in the final analysis and in any event 
the Filipinos themselves must decide on the issue. 


On the role of the U.S. in this region, Abang Abu Bakar 
said he believed that the U.S. should not be hastily 
dismissed as no longer the valid “actor” in the balance of 
power in the Pacific area. 


He said although the shift of power had occurred in the 
Pacific region, the actual configuration of power in the 
region—between the U.S., the Soviet Union, China, and 
Japan—was a complex one. “I believe the U.S. has still an 
edge—especially militarily— over the others,” he said. 
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He hoped any change in the balance of power in the 
region would not erupt tn a serious conflagration “that 
will engulf us in hostilities and destroy the fruits of our 
economic development and political progress that we 
have labored for so long.” 


Proposed Amendment on Courts Supported 
BK240927 Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
19 Mar 88 p 10 


{Editorial: ““The Amendment Bill Will Save the Court's 
Pride”™’] 


[Text] Since 1957, the national Constitution has been 
amended on numerous occasions. Those amendments 
were aimed at plugging loopholes in the Constitution, 
which forms Malaysia’s main structural legal body and is 
compatible with national! aspirations. It must be remem- 
bered that the Constitution, which was drawn up 30 
years ago, was based on the situation and interests at the 
time. Undoubtedly, it was very difficult for the Reid 
Commission, which was responsible for drawing up the 
national Constitution, to predict any events that might 
take place 30 years later. 


Similar to other laws, whether they are amendments or 
new ones, the Constitution needs to be amended from 
time to time so as to allow a smooth flow of national 
administration and development. As a result, the 1988 
draft Constitution amendment bills that were presented 
for a second reading in Parliament yesterday are aimed 
at paving a smoother way for government administra- 
tion and toward national development. 


It must be remembered that the Reid Commission, which 
was set up by the British Government, had no representa- 
tives from our country. All of the members of the 5-member 
commission—Lord Reid as the UK’s chairman, Sir Ivor 
Jennings from the UK, Sir William McKell from Australia, 
B. Malik from India, and Abdul Hamid, a judge from 
Pakistan—were not locally knowledgeable or culturally 
minded people. Reid, himself, was not an expert on consti- 
tutional matters because the UK, itself, has no constitution. 
Because of this, it is not surprising that there are parties (hat 
believe the resulting national Constitution was not based on 
Malaysian interests. 


Even though the Reid Commission held 118 meetings and 
accepted 113 written memoranda from individuals and 
organizations, the main factor it considered was the rights of 
the various groups of people who were potential citizens of 
an independent Malaya. Most of the memoranda and meet- 
ings centered around the issues of citizenship and special 
rights of the Malays. These two issues resulted in heated 
discussions and each group presented its individual claims 
and proposals. The question of constitutional interests and 
matters pertaining to the smooth flow of national adminis- 
tration, especially the distribution of executive, legislative, 
and legal powers between the central government and the 
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State governments, were noi deeply considered. Due to this, 
numerous glaring misinterpretations currently exist that are 
obstructing the smooth flow of national administration. 


What occurred recently, especially between the judiciary 
and the executive level, proves this. In line with this, out 
of the nine proposed amendments, the proposed amend- 
ment to Article 121 is considered to be the most impor- 
tant because it will further clarify the limits of the three 
issues mentioned. By nullifying the provision of judicial 
power to the courts and including the phrase, “having 
the power and other powers as provided by or governed 
by the federal laws,” this amendment will mean that the 
federal court must make interpretations as provided for 
in existing laws. The objective of the amendment is to 
make the courts honor and respect the requirement of 
any written law that has been tabled. 


The amendment is necessary because recently, some mem- 
bers of the judiciary have been fond of making interpreta- 
tions based on unwritten jaws. Basing decisions on or 
looking at the Natural Law, Judicial Review, or British 
Common Law will point to the laws of this country as being 
obsolete. By not basing decisions on the laws adopted in 
Parliament, there are some members of the judiciary who 
appear to feel that there is a need to debate the question of 
executive power, even though there are legal provisions that 
state that no question should be raised concerning executive 
power. This is what is meant by judicial intervention in 
executive power. 


The court, as a responsible body that upholds justice, is 
not totally independent in the true sense of the word. 
The wise decision and discretion of a judge to pass any 
judgment must abide by the laws drawn up by the legal 
body. Justice will be destroyed and the court will be 
disgraced if a judge makes personal interpretations with- 
out referring to nationai laws. The objective of the 
proposed amendment will not curtail the judges’ juris- 
diction but only serve to guard the integrity of and 
respect for the court in an attempt to prevent it from 
being further tarnished by a handful of people. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Interviewed by Budapest Paper 
AU221450 Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 
19 Mar 88 p 3 


{Interview with Hun Sen, chairman of the PRK Council 
of Ministers by correspondent Oszkar Fuzes: “Together 
with Every Cambodian” in in Phnom Penh— date not 
given] 


[Text] Hun Sen was still very young when he joined the 
struggle against the U.S. intervention. He celebrated the 
victory of the struggle for national liberation in April 
1975 as a battalion commander. He witnessed the tragic 
expropriation of the Cambodian revolution. With his 
unit, he turned against the genocide clique of Pol Pot in 
June 1977, and, together with the Vietnamese forces, he 
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participated in overthrowing them. On the day following 
victory, he was appointed foreign minister. He was 
elected a member of the Politburo of the Kampuchean 
People’s Revolutionary Party [KPRP] in 1981. He is also 
deputy of his native county in the parliament. and has 
been chairman of the Council of Ministers since January 
1985. For some months, he has been directing the talks 
held with the representative of the opposition, Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. Our correspondent interviewed 
him about these taiks and the efforts to create unity 
among the Cambodian people. 


{[Fuzes] Comrade Prime Minister, how do you evaluate 
your talks with Prince Norodom Sihanouk? Is there an 
agreement in sight? 


{Hun Sen] Taken as a whole, our first and second 
meetings brought good results, and can be said to show 
the way out of the 9 years of impasse. We have discussed 
a lot of questions. The truth is that the Cambodian 
conflict is an old one, it can be regarded as 17 years old. 
Therefore, it is impossible to solve such an old conflict in 
one or two rounds of negotiations, and we have both 
common and differing positions. We also agreed that the 
Cambodian people must solve the Cambodian problem 
without any foreign interference. This is the most impor- 
tant point, and this gives us the impetus to search for a 
solution to the Cambodian problem. We agreed that 
unless the Cambodian people search for a solution, no 
other country or international conference can bring a 
solution. 


lt is a fact that there are two issues inherent in the 
Cambodian problem: a domestic and an international 
one. These issues are correlated, but the domestic issue is 
the decisive one. Therefore, the Cambodian people must 
unite to solve their own problems and settle the conflict. 
Another thing about which we agreed is that, following 
an agreement between the Cambodian sides in the con- 
flict, this must be guaranteed by means of an interna- 
tional conference. We will organize this international 
conference on the pattern of the 1954 or 1961 Geneva 
conference. Although we intend also to invite the UN 
secretary general to this conference, it will not take place 
under the auspices or direction of the world body. We 
also agreed on the future political system of the PRK. 
and this is an important thing too. We have not yet 
discussed this in detail, whether to have a political 
system on the French model, as proposed by Prince 
Sihanouk, or another system. In any case, we decided at 
the talks that only the Cambodian people have the right 
to determine their future political system by electing the 
people’s representatives, then, the National Assembly 
will adopt a new constitution and will determine the 
political system in Cambodia. At the same time, we 
agreed on the principle of independence, neutrality, and 
non-alliance for Cambodia. In addition to convening an 
international conference, we also agreed to establish an 
international supervisory committee to monitor the 
implementation of the agreements, and the two sides 
also agreed to call upon India to chair this committee. 
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[Fuzes] Are there still open questions to be settled? 


{Hun Sen} We have still to agree on two issues: a political 
and a military one. | would begin with the military one. 
The other side concentrates on the issue of the with- 
drawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia. Accepting 
this issue, we can imagine such a withdrawal in two 
ways. First of all, it would be carried out within the 
framework of a political solution. Following the with- 
drawal, elections would have to be held with the partic- 
ipation of the various sides ind under international 
supervision. The other way: unilateral withdrawal of 
troops, and the date for this is already set for 1990. As to 
the first way, our attention is directed toward the fact 
that the Pol Pot regime cannot be restored, and, to make 
sure that this does not happen, the Pol Pot armed forces 
must be eliminated. As you known, following World War 
II, Hitler’s fascists were eliminated not only militarily 
but also politically. We demand the military elimination 
of the Pol Pot forces, but we are willing to recognize that 
they can play a political role. 


The fact that we accept that the Khmer Rouge can play 
a political role is a big compromise, and the Cambodian 
people do not like this very much. Prince Sihanouk, 
however, is not willing to compromise on this issue, 
continues to be allied with Pol Pot, and demands that the 
Pol Pot army should participate in the political solution. 
Thus, the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops must be 
timed in such a way that no withdrawal takes place until 
we know whether the - are or are not guarantees that the 
Pol Pot army will not return. 


[Fuzes] What positions differ concerning a_ political 
settlement? 


[Hun Sen] As for the political issue, we have both similar 
and differing opinions. We have similar opinions con- 
cerning the fact that, following the political solution to 
the Cambodian conflict, the sides should act jointly; that 
is. we need to establish a coalition government with the 
participation of several parties, and I would like to stress 
here that | am talking about political parties and not 
military organizations. We have different opinions, how- 
ever, concerning the timing of such a coalition govern- 
ment. Prince Sihanouk proposed that a coalition govern- 
ment should replace the present PRK Government even 
before to the elections. We proposed the establishment 
of a coalition government following the elections. I will 
tell you why we proposed that. The demand to abolish 
the PRK is unjust. The PRK was established by the 
Cambodian people through elections and no one has the 
right to dissolve its government and thus violate the 
Cambodian people’s right of self-determination. 


To be precise, I would like to point out two other things. 
First, since the followers of Pol Pot are trying to return to 
power, the abolition of the PRK would help them and give 
them ways to start the genocide again. We cannot make such 
a suicidal compromise, and we cannot let genocide happen. 
Second, the abolition of the PRK would not mean a political 
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solution to the problem. This de iand aims at overthrowing 
us al the negotiating table. something they failed to achieve 
in the past 9 years, either by military, political, economic. or 
diplomatic means. A political settlement requires mutual 
compromise. 


Therefore, we have not yet achieved an agreement in 
these political and military issues, and, according to the 
plan, we will try to achieve agreement at the third. 
fourth, and fifth round of talks. But we do not yet know 
for sure whether we can continue the talks or not. 


[Fuzes] How can this dialogue proceed if Son Sann’s 
fraction and the Khmer Rouge continue to refuse to join 
the talks? 


{Hun Sen] Well, there have been no signs so far that the 
Khmer Rouge faction and the Son Sann fraction are 
willing to participate in the negotiations, because neither 
China nor the United States wants to join the efforts 
aimed at settling the Cambodian problem. We can 
imagine an “immediate” thorough solution to the prob- 
lem and also a gradual settlement by means of partial 
solutions. My talks with Prince Sihanouk are interesting 
and promising. We can no longer wait and drag this 
Situation out endlessly. Besides, the Son Sann faction 
does not deserve much attention as to whether it will 
participate or not. This faction is divided and ts threat- 
ened by disintegration. Son Sann is unable to control 
even his own forces. 


[Fuzes] How can one sum up the implementation of the 
socialist direction of the program of national revival? 
What are the current major social and economic goals 
facing the PRK? 


[Hun Sen] Now, 9 years after liberation from the Pol Pot 
regime, we have already overcome the most difficult 
phase, and the country has turned to the road of recon- 
struction and development in ail areas. We are still 
facing considerable difficulties because we have to carry 
on with the activity of construction of our country while 
great efforts are required for the defeat of the destructive 
war waged by our enemies, and we are short of materials, 
technology, and manpower. 


Our major economic goal is to solve the food supply 
problem by strongly developing the agricultural sector. 
In the next phase, we must make efforts to ease the most 
severe economic disproportions by making supply more 
closely match demand, achieving a balance in budget 
incomes and expenditures, and by coordinating financial 
means with the supply of goods. 


To implement these difficult tasks, we must improve our 
system of economic management and make use of the 
possibilities of all the economic sectors to increase useful 
production. 


t~ 
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{Fuzes] How do you evaluate the role played by the 
relevant countries in promoting the Cambodian dia- 
logue’? To what extent 1s the declared withdrawal of 
Vietnamese forces a part of this process? 


{Hun Sen] The Cambodian conflict affects several coun- 
tries. Therefore. a political solution to the problem 
depends on the position of the countries and sides in 
question; it seems that there are people who do not want 
a political solution in Cambodia for the time being. 


The Soviet Union continues to display political goodwill 
and assists in the emergence of a just and rational 
solution. The Soviet Union welcomed my talks with 
Prince Sihanouk and considered them to be useful in 
advancing the issue from a dead end toward finding a 
genuine solution. Some ASEAN countries do not want a 
political settlement because they profit from a continued 
war. At the same time, however, Indonesia has played an 
active role in finding a political solution to the conflict. 
The Vietnamese-Indonesian agreement signed in July 
1987 could represent a good basis for a just and rational 
solution of the Cambodian conflict. 


Summing the whole thing up, although there are still 
many tasks awaiting 'mplementation, the key to a solu- 
tion lies in two basic issues. First, the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese forces, and essentially we have worked out a 
timetable for this with Prince Sihanouk on the occasion 
of our second meeting. Second, we must eliminate the 
armed forces of the Khmer Rouge, and this would 
guarantee real security for Cambodia after the with- 
drawal of the Vietnamese forces. The armed forces of the 
Khmer Rouge are the most dangerous ones: Their return 
to power would mean a resumption of genocide. If we 
solve these two key issues, then we will analyze the 
remaining ones and we can settle them one by one. If, 
however, the present situation continues, then the Viet- 
namese troops will leave unilaterally, and the Cambo- 
dian problem will thus settle by itself. 


[Fuzes] How do you evaluate the relations between the 
PRK and the socialist community, and PRK-Hungary 
relations? 


[Hun Sen] The birth of the PRK and the defeat of the 
genocidal regime is the work of our party and people and 
it was carried out with the moral and material support of 
the fraternal countries of the socialist community. The 
relations between the PRK and the socialist countries are 
developing well in all the areas in the spirit of Marxism- 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism. This inspires 
us to defend and reconstruct everything that the barbaric 
rule of Pol Pot and Yeng Sary destroyed in the beautiful 
land of Angkor. We highly appreciate the results of this 
cooperation so far, results that provide a good basis for 
further development. 


The relations between the Hungarian and Cambodian 
parties, states, and peoples, relations that have reached a 
new phase, are constantly strengthening and developing. 


FBIS-EAS-88-057 
24 March 1988 


Visits made by high level party, government, and parlia- 
mentary delegations which set the contractual frame- 
work of our cooperation led to good results. 


In addition to directing its power to eliminating the 
unfavorable consequences of the global economic crises 
and in accordance wiih its possibilities, Hungary also 
fulfills its internationalist obligations with the socialist 
countries toward the PRK. Hungary contributed to the 
reconstruction of the PRK economy with an aid worth 
several millions of forints. Hungary has promoted the 
increase in the prestige of the PRK on the international 
arena too. Hungary can be proud of this and this 
Strengthens our confidence in our defense and construc- 
tion activity. 


As up to now, we continue to highly appreciate the 
position of the Hungarian People’s Republic, which 
supports the PRK policy of national reconciliation, has 
welcomed my negotiations with Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk for the benefit of peace for our homeland and 
people and on behalf of security in Southeast Asia and of 
global security. 


[Fuzes}] Thank you for the interview. 


Rannarit Message on FUNCINPEC Anniversary 
BK231201 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer in Cambodian 
US00 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Message from His Royal Highness Prince Norodom Ran- 
narit, personal representative of Samdech Preah Norodom 
Sihanouk in Cambodia and Asi: and commander in chief of 
the ANS to compatriots on FUNCINPEC’s sevent founding 
anniversary, 2! March’”’—recorded] 


[Text] The 21st of March 1988 is the seventh founding 
anniversary of the National United Front for An Inde- 
pendent, Neutral, Peaceful, and Cooperative Cambodia, 
abbreviated in French as FUNCINPEC [Front Uni 
National pour un Cambodge I: Jependent, Neutre, Paci- 
fique, et Cooperative]. On this solemn occasion, I, Noro- 
dom Rannarit, personal representative of Samdech 
Preah Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and Asia and 
commander in chief of the ANS [Sihanoukist National 
Army]. am very glad to make this commemorative 
Statement to the clergy, members of our FUNCINPEC 
both inside and outside the country, combatants of the 
ANS, and all beloved Cambodian compatriots. 


Following the Vietnamese colonialist army’s violation of 
international law and the UN Charter, invasion of our 
Cambodia, and the propping up of a puppet regime, the 
PRK, Cambodia and the Cambodian nation have lost 
their territorial integrity, independence, neutrality, free- 
dom, and national sovereignty. Faced with this shameful 
and unjust destruction of our country and nation, all of 
us, patriotic Cambodians everywhere and of every polit- 
ical tendency, have made efforts to rally, struggle, and 
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follow the just and clear-sighted political line of Sam- 
dech Preah Norodom Sihanouk to win back our beloved 
country and nation from the communist Vietnamese 
aggressors. 


All of us are firmly convinced that Samdech Preah 
Norodom Sihanouk, a national leader and an outstand- 
ing hero who first recovered independence for the coun- 
try and nation in 1953. will certainly again recover 100 
percent independence, national unity, full freedom 
which is neither communism nor socialism, and happi- 
ness for our Cambodian people. 


It has been 9 years since the Vietnamese imperialists and 
territorial aggressors imposed all kinds of hardship and 
painful disgrace on every Cambodian. The protracted 
war of exterminating the Cambodian race is still going 
on. For this reason, Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk 
has made great physical and moral efforts and used all 
kinds of methods and his intelligence and energy in the 
search of a just, reasonable, and equitable solution in the 
nearest future. It is under this cond:tion that he has 
shown clear proof of his resolute good will to end this 
savage and unjust war despite criticism and unjust and 
cowardly accusations from those who are in favor of 
continuing the war in our Cambodia. The samdech has 
decided to relinquish his prestige and has braved ail 
obstacles to hold talks with representatives of the Heng 
Samrin regime twice already. However, this regime still 
has not responded to his reasonable and just proposal for 
a peaceful solution. This proposal is as follows: 


Sei up a provisional quadripartite coalition government 
among all four Cambodian parties, namely the parties of 
the samdech, Heng Samrin, Khieu Samphan, and Son 
Sann, following the second phase of the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese aggressor forces and following the agree- 
ment by the PRK regime and Heng Samrin and the 
CGDK to dissolve themselves. This provisional quadri- 
partite government has the task of organizing free elec- 
tions through secret ballots under international control 
and supervision. 


This is the only peaceful solution to the Cambodian prob- 
lem that will bring full national independence, neutrality, 
peace, territorial integrity, and national unity for the hap- 
piness andl progress of Cambodia, like the time of prosper- 
ity and glory under the leadership of our Samdech Euv 
[Illustrious Father”, Sihanouk’s popular title}. 


For this reason, I would like to appeal to all Cambodian 
compatriots to resolutely support and disseminate the 
above clear and most realistic political line. Moreover, 
all of us, who are tired of the war of exterminating the 
Cambodian race imposed on us and who are constantly 
worried about the survival of our country, nation, and 
motherland should strive to remind people and press 
through every means of a good-will solution in accor- 
dance with the Samdech Euv’s formula for the common 
benefit of Cambodia, Vietnam, and all Southeast Asian 
countries concerned with the Cambodian issue. 
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On the contrary, if the Heng Samrin regime still refuses 
to put the national interest first and sticks to a clannish 
attitude, and if Vietnam stubbornly refuses to give up its 
obscure dream of including the three countries—Cam- 
bodia, Laos, and Vietnam—in the Indochinese federa- 
tion under Vietnam's leadership without considering 
Vietnam’s progress, all of us Cambodians have no other 
choxe than to rise up and persistently continue the 
Struggle to oppose and chase the Vietnamese aggressors 
out of Cambodian territory. The ANS and FUNCINPEC 
are ditermined to intensify attacks and pressure to chase 
out the Vietnamese aggressors until all the Vietnamese 
troops are out of Cambodia. 


I would like to take this opportunity to express warm, 
sincere, and wholehearted admiration to the entire clergs 
and FUNCINPEC members both inside and outside the 
country, combatants of every ANS unit on every battie- 
field, and all Cambodian compatriots, who have made 
noble sacrifices in the cause of liberating our beloved 
motherland. I would like to express most profound 
gratitude to all friendly countries for providing firm. 
constant, and just support to the Cambodian people's 
national liberation struggle against the Vietnamese 
aggressors and territorial annexationists. 


Finally, | would like to solemnly appeal to the clergy and 
all Cambodian compatriots to preserve solidarity, unity. 
and loyalty and follow our Samdech Euv’s political line. 
May the Triple Jewel and all sacred things that have been 
supporting, defending. and taking care of the Cambo- 
dian country and nation, and the souls of all Cambodian 
kings and ancestors look after all Cambodian compatri- 
ots to enable them to always enjoy the five Buddhist 
blessings, namely longevity, good social standing. health. 
strength, and knowledge. 


Long live independent Cambodia! 
Long live Samdech Euv! 
Long live FUNCINPEC! 


Longllive the ANS! 
Indonesia 


Suharto Swears In 38 Cabinet Ministers 
BK231349 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] President Suharto swore in and installed 
ministers of the fifth development cabinet at Jakarta’s 
State Palace today. Radio Republic Indonesia corre- 
spondent Joko Saksono reports: 


[Begin Saksono recording] President Suharto swore in 
and installed 38 ministers of the fifth development 
cabinet in a brief but solemn ceremony at Jakarta’s State 
Palace this afternoon. After the ceremony, the president 
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and Mrs Suh? ‘o, accompanied by the vice president and 
Mrs Sudharmono, congratulated the new ministers on 
their ministerial appointments. [passage omitted] 


The swearing-in ceremony for senior officials with min- 
iSterial rank, namely Attorney General Sukarton Mar- 
mosudiono and Central Bank Governor Adrianus Mooy, 
is scheduled to be held at the State Palace on 25 March. 
The other senior official with ministerial rank is Armed 
Forces Commander General Tri Sutrisno. who was 
sworn in and installed by President Suharto on 7 March. 
jend recording] 


New Foreign Minister Explains Policy 
BK240915 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0820 GMT 24 
Var SS 


(Text) Jakarta. March 24 (OANA-ANTARA}—Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas firmly stated here Thursday that the 
Indonesian foreign policy during his term of office would 
still be based on the so-called free and active, creative, 
innovative and fighting diplomacy for the national interest. 


Speaking to newsmen moments after a transfer of the 
foreign minister post ceremony, he further said that the 
Indonesian foreign policy was not a revolutionary one. 
but a foreign policy which is struck to firm up principle. 


Outgoing Mokhtar Kusumaatmaya transferred his post 
to newly appointed Ali Alatas during a solemn ceremony 
taking place at the Pancasila building of the Foreign 
Office. 


The one time Indonesian ambassador to the United 
Nations went on to say that the free and active foreign 
policy was based on idealistic principles which had been 
laid down by his predecessors. 


“| am proud to inherit the principles that had been laid 
down by my predecessors,” he said. 


He also expressed the hope that he could continue to 
have a dialogue with the press. 


The then foreign minister, Mokhtar Kusumaatmayja, had 
a weekly press conference every Friday. 


In the meantime, Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said that Ali 
\latas was the best Indonesian diplomat for the time 
being. 


On the occasion, the former foreign minister also pre- 
sented am eccountability report on his tasks and duties 
during his ten-year term of office at the Foreign Office. 


According to Mokhtar there were three important 
achievements during his term at the Foreign Office that 
could be made as a firm basis for further development of 
the Indonesian foreign policy in the future. 
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The three were the establishment of a concept of the 
zone of peace, freedom and neutrality (ZOFPAN) in 
Southeast Asia, the conclusion of the East Timorese 
problem at home—although the issue had not been ‘ully 
settled at the United Nations, and the agreement on the 
mutual respect, friendship and cooperation between 
Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. 


According to Mokhtar, the agreement between Indonesia 
and PNG was very important, because the eastern neigh- 
bouring country was a gate for Indonesia to actively 
participate in South Pacific politics. 


Present during the ceremony were senior officials of the 
Foreign Office. 


TEMPO Interviews New Vice President 
BK221457 Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 
19 Mar 88 pp 26, 28 


[“Excerpts” of interview with new Indonesian Vice 
President Sudharmono by TEMPO correspondent 
Amran Nasution at Sudharmono’s residence in 
Jakarta—date not given] 


[Text] [Nasution] You are now a vice president. What about 
your post as Golkar [Functional Group} chairman? 


[Sudharmono] I will hold the post of Golkar chairman at 
least until October when Golkar is scheduled to hold its 
general assembly. 


{ Nasution] But as a vice president, don’t you have a tight 
schedule? 


[Sudharmono] You, yourself, saw me attend a Golkar 
meeting this afternoon. You see I could afford to do it 
because it was an incognito [preceding word in English] 
visit. So I see no problem here. (On 12 March, Sudhar- 
mono did visit the Krida Bakti building located in front 
of the State Secretariat Office and addressed a crowd of 
Golkar supporters who were gathering to mark the 
establishment of the New Order government. After he 
finished his speech, Sudharmono was invited by the 
crowd to join a simple party to celebrate his 61st 
birthday. The crowd prepared a traditional cone of 
cooked rice for Sudharmono and he cut two pieces for 
Golkar leaders R. Sukardi and R.H. Sugandhi.) 


{Nasution}] Do you intend to live in this house? 
[Sudharmono] Where do you think I should move? 
{Nasution}] To the Menteng area, for example? 
[Sudharmono] Well, I have no house there. I like !iving 
here. If it is allowed, ! prefer to live here. (It will probably 


be difficult to fulfill Sudharmono’s request. A member of 
the presidential security force, who wishes to remain 
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anonymous, says the vice president’s residence should 
not be far from his office and the president’s residence 
for the sake of good security arrangements and swift 
communications. ) 


{ Nasution] Do you think that the post of vice president 
this time is comparable to a mere “spare tire’? 


[Sudharmono] Such is the prevailing impression, but in 
reality, we firmly uphold the constitutional procedure to 
run the country. As you know, the president is assisted 
by the vice president and cabinet ministers. However. 
the difference lies in the fact that the vice president is 
elected by the people, whereas the ministers are 
appointed by the president. While the vice president 1s 
the president's assistant for general affairs, the ministers 
are the president’s assistants for certain areas of respon- 
sibility. 


{ Nasution] What is the significance of being elected by 
the people? 


{[Sudharmono] It means the vice president has the peo- 
ple’s trust to assume the presidential duties if the presi- 
dent is incapacitated. Therefore, the term “spare tire” 
should be intrepreted that way, not in the sense that if he 
is not wanted, he can sit idly. Such is the proper meaning 
of the vice president’s being the president’s assistant. 


As for the constitutional procedure to run the country, 
we can Say that because the president 1s the only person 
held responsible for the country’s destiny and he has an 
assistant elected by the people, such an assistant must be 
utilized to the jullest. There 1s one decree passed by the 
People’s Consultative Assembly stipulating that the pres- 
ident and vice president must be able to work together. 
In this way, the president will decide what job the vice 
president will do. 


Right now, it is not clear what kind of job I will assume 
because the president has not decided yet. As for Pak 
Umar [former vice president], in addition to being the 
president’s assistant in general affairs, he was also in 
charge of supervising development programs. Perhaps 
we will know what my job will be like when the new 
cabinet lineup is announced. 


[ Nasution] You are considered to be a successful Golkar 
chief as can be seen by the fact that Golkar surpassed its 
election victory target. In the coming Golkar general 
assembly. do you think you still want to be Golkar chief? 


{Sudharmono] To begin with, let me say that those who 
attributed Golkar’s election success to my performance 
are exaggerating the facts. Golkar’s leadership is a col- 
lective one at the central executive council level while 
the regional levels do their own operational activities. 
The present council seems to be more cohesive and have 
systematic programs. As for the coming Golkar general 
assembly, it is difficult for me to comment on it because 
it is still a long time from now. 
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{| Nasution] As vice president, you are a national leader. 
Some people say that you should represent the interests 
of all groups in the country. Your comment? 


{[Sudharmono] When I was still a state secretary, let alone 
as vice president now, | was always committed [preced- 
ing word in English] to the interests of the whole nation. 
However, aS an ordinary citizen given the trust by 
Golkar, obviously | try to carry out my duties well. | 
never tried to make Golkar win all elections. If it 
happens to lose, so be it. Besides, you know that Golkar 
is fighting for the benefit of the whole nation. 


As a vice president, I shall give equal treatment to each 
political party and social organization. There will be no 
discrimination among them for the realization of 
national objectives. As Golkar chief, | am naturally 
required to make efforts for Golkar’s progress. If Golkar 
makes progress, everybody else will reap the benefits. It 
is certainly not Golkar’s fault if it can make progress. 
The question is why other organizations cannot follow 
the example? 


{Nasution] As a Golkar leader, you said that you wanted 
a 100-percent majority for Golkar, but as a national 
leader, you said that you wanted to maintain the equi- 
librium. Could you explain? 


[Sudharmono] We did not want a 100-percent majority. 
We wanted only 70 percent. Why 70 percent? Because we 
wanted to maintain the political status quo [two preced- 
ing words in English]. In the past, when the total number 
of Parliament members was 460, Golkar controlled 267 
seats—237 from elections and 30 from parliamentary 
appointment. If we had maintained only a 62-percent 
majority, the number of our seats could have decreased 
because we would get only an additional 30 seats. As the 
number of seats was increased to 500, the percentage 
would have to be 70 percent to maintain the status quo. 
We wanted 280 seats. It was not a demand, however, 
rather a target. 


With Golkar secu, . \g 280 seats, the two parties would have 
120 seats as the remaining 100 seats were reserved for the 
Armed Forces of the Republic of Indonesia [ABRI]. The 120 
seats were more than the | 18 seats they had in the past. We 
were not greedy. We were polite. We had to work hard to 
achieve a 70-percent majority because, first, there were no 
additional appointments and, second, the economic condi- 
tions were not conducive to us as in the past. We also had to 
woo the young, who do not know about the New Order. 
Accordingly, we had to work hard simply to achieve a 
70-percent majority. 


{Nasution] Lately, it seems that the Functional Group 
Faction and the ABRI Faction have often had differing 
views—for example, on the deliberations of the Soldiers 
Draft Bill or the issue of Islamic boarding schools in the 
Working Committee of the People’s Consultative 
Assembly (MPR). Why? 
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[Sudharmono] This was a process of deliberations for a 
consensus. Thus, please don’t create antagonisms. We 
held discussions even within our own faction. Of course, 
Golkar had to discuss the issue of Islamic boarding 
schools deeply before agreeing to or rejecting it because 
the Golkar has a very wide spectrum. 


The reality remains nationality, and so on. Thus, a 
democracy through deliberation for a consensus 1s prac- 
ticed in one’s own faction in addition to within various 
factions. Indeed, we are close, even very close with the 
ABRI Faction and the Faction of Regional Representa- 
tives. However, differences may occur before our views 
finally converge. 


[Nasution] But in the nomination of a vice presidential 
candidate, did the ABRI Faction not nominate its can- 
didate but only support the Functional Group Faction 
nominee? 


{Sudharmono] This is what happened, ha ha ha. 


[ Nasution] Many are of the opinion that Golkar can get 
everything even without three factions. What is your 
comment? 


{Sudharmono] We do not want that. 


{Nasution] Golkar has won consistently and has even 
grown stronger. Thus, why was the United Development 
Faction proposal that the number of parliamentary 
appointees be reduced not accepted? 


{[Sudharmono] Because we wanted to consolidate the 
existing rules first. All are determined by laws. The 
Election Bill, the Bill on the Political Parties and Golkar, 
and the Bill on the Position of the People’s Consultative 
Assembly and the House of Representatives have just 
been enacted. So, consolidate these first. If the proposal 
was accepted, we would have to change these laws. 


Indeed, it would not be too difficult to make laws, but 
this would waste energy. As a matter of fact, only 20 
percent of the seats, narnely 100 seats, are for appointees 
from the ABRI. Who would head them if they were to 
establish their own faction? Every faction must have a 
master organization. That is why they are free to choose 
factions. 


{Nasution] Golkar is growing bigger and stable and is 
expected to become a place for national leadership 
cadres. Many people may enter Golkar to get positions 
rather than to serve. What is your comment? 


{Sudharmono] This will be a challenge. We must stress 
that one must have a principal main goal to enter a party. 
Obviously, one must be dedicated to the organization, 
country, and nation rather than a seat. The people will 
judge him or her. Let us make achievements! Let us serve 
the organization, country, and nation! 
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{Nasution] During the recent general assembly, Golkar 
seemed to be against voting [preceding word in English] 
even though it is legal under the 1945 Constitution. 
Why? 


[Sudharmono] You must remember the fourth principle 
[of Pancasila]. The Pancasila Democracy is a democracy 
stipulated in the fourth principle, isn’t it? The fourth 
principle is democracy guided by wisdom through delib- 
erations. This means the manifestation of deliberations 
for a consensus. Thus, voting is given a priority. This is 
a family principle because the winner will definitely be 
the fittest if voting is conducted. 


There is more than one candidate for the posts of a 
governor, a district officer, and a university rector. This 
is to give the president the opportunity to make a choice. 
As the government is indeed headed by one person, a 
governor is an extension of the president even though he 
is the leader of a region. Thus, it is impossible to have a 
governor whose views differ from the president’s or, in 
plain language, who is disliked by the president. As a 
precaution against the emergence of a candidate who has 
differing views, the president has the opportunity to 
make a choice. 


[Nasution] Does the vice presidential election not need a 
similar precaution? 


[Sudharmono] The precaution is an ability to cooperate. 
Article 2 of the MPR Decree [No 2/1973] can be clarified 
by Article 23 if necessary. A written statement can even 
be made if necessary. All this serves as the precaution. 


{Nasution] Viewing the vice presidential election, do you see 
that all have sincerely accepted you, and the proceedings? 


[Sudharmono] Finally, it was unanimous. That one, two, 
three, four, five persons had different views or disagreed 
was possible. However, this was technically already 
unanimous. 


[Nasution] You serve as vice president, Golkar general 
chairman, and a hajj, and have a family. How do you 
arrange your time to enable everything to proceed in 
harmony? 


[Sudharmono] Well. In principle, I have never taken a lot of 
trouble to achieve something. We must put important things 
first. Indeed, duties have no end. However, we must finish 
what must be finished and can be finished immediately. The 
priority things are not only the great ones, the important 
ones but also minor, administrative cases. 


Thus, what is the limit of my ability? I consider a 5-hour 
sleep, for example, sufficient. The television programs 
serve as criterion. The work stops as the television 
programs end. I will sign papers that need my signature 
while listening to the last newscast. 
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I spend my time with the family during holidays. | 
always hope we can have a family dinner. 


[Nasution] It is reported that the Security and Order 
Restoration Operational Command will be changed into 
the Development Supervision Board. So, what will hap- 
pen to the supervision duties of the vice president? 


[Sudharmono] Oh! Whom did you hear this from? 
Indeed, the president is thinking that the national stabil- 
ity situation should be further consolidated in the Fifth 
5-Year Development Plan since the security situation is 
becoming more stable. Thus, the security operational 
command should be relaxed while the trilogy of devel- 
opment proceeds. This means national stability should 
not be neglected. 


We are thinking of a form that can create such a 
mechanism. On one hand, a command is no longer 
needed, but on the other hand, there will be a mechanism 
to enable the mobilization of all energies to preserve and 
achieve national stability—economic stability, political 
stability, security stability. We will think about who will 
lead the body after it is established. Its concept 1s 
expected to be ready sometime around the announce- 
ment of a new cabinet. 


[ Nasution] Are the criteria for cabinet members the same 
as those for the vice president in the sense that they must 
come from the dominant sociopolitical group? 


[Sudharmono] It is the prerogative of the president. 


[Nasution] You have said you were an orphan. What is 
your recipe for becoming vice president? 


[Sudharmono] Well, | am not sure. Indeed, it was the 
revolution for independence that opened up the way for 
my progress. 


I joined my uncles because I was an orphan. Thus, | had 
the opportunity to be adventurous. They ordered me to 
do something, at least to go shopping. 


For example, when the Dutch were defeated and the 
Japanese entered, | was ordered to find a refuge even 
though I was still a boy. Thus, nobody prevented me 
from joining the revolution. 


[ Nasution] What motivated you to be a hard worker as at 
present? 


[Sudharmono] This is in fact because of my upbringing. 
I was not brought up by my tather and mother, but the 
family educated me to work hard. Thus, there are no 
achievements without working hard. 


[Nasution] You were reportedly an athlete? 
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{[Sudharmono] Right. I was an athlete. I always took part 
in school teams beginning in primary school. | played 
kasti [Indonesian baseball] and athletics. I finished 
fourth in the 100 meter run and third in the 4x 100 meter 
estafette and in the long jump during the first National 
Sports Competition. 


{ Nasution] What is your sport now? 


{Sudharmono] I don’t play sports much now. At the 
most, | play golf three times a week. 


{Nasution] What is your impression of your pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land [Mecca]? 


{[Sudharmono] Indeed, it had a deep impression, espe- 
cially imprinted in the heart and soul. Our faith to the 
religion has become stronger. We feel closer to God. We 
need patience to go on pilgrimage. This 1s another lesson. 


[Nasution] Do you bear a grudge against Pak Naro [a 
presidential candidate from the United Development 
Party]? 


[Sudharmono] Oh, no. 
Philippines 


Marcos Loyalists Said Set for Major Attack 
HK240127 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0100 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] We have just had a flash report: The military in 
Manila has been placed under red alert. A thousand 
Marcos loyalists, led by Nilo Tayag and defeated sena- 
torial candidate Vicente Millora, as well as 5,000 Mus- 
lims led by Ali Dimaporo are reported to be in the city to 
create trouble. One of their targets is Ayala Bridge that 
they plan to blow up. 


Meanwhile, the Capital Regional Command has recalled 
all troops based in various areas to reinforce the Presi- 
dential Security Group at Malacanang Palace. Brigadier 
General Alexander Aguirre has also ordered the deploy- 
ment of sentinels in all bridges leading to Malacanang as 
well as at gasoline depots that the enemies of the gov- 
ernment are reported planning to blow up. 


We believe these are empty threats. People like Ali 
Dimaporo, who is demanding that Mindanao be handed 
over to him so he can rid it of rebels, say they do not 
intend to make trouble in Manila or topple the Aquino 
Government. 


So we want to make this clear to the people. We don't 
want them to panic. Let us not listen to news like this. 
Let us check everything carefully. All this is false. The 
military will never let things like this happen. We must 
simply be vigilant. How can we help? By calling the 
authorities if we happen to see anything suspicious. 
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More on Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Visit 


Denies Military Expansion 
HK240255 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
denied reports that Moscow is expanding its military 
presence in Southeast Asia. He said his government 
supports moves to reduce foreign military forces in the 
region. Rogachev made the statement to reporters after a 
3-hour meeting with Foreign Under Secretary Manuel 
Yan on ways of expanding relations between the two 
countries. He said he is scheduled to sign an agreement 
on political consultations between the Philippines and 
the Soviet Union when he meets today with Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus and President Aquino. He 
said his visit is not part of an attempt to expand the 
Soviet Union’s influence in the region nor an attempt to 
convince the Philippine Government not to renew the 
U.S.-R.P. [Republic of the Philippines] bases agreement. 


Details Topics for Aquino Meeting 
HK240305 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0200 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev is 
scheduled to meet with President Aquino in Malacanang 
today. Rogachev arrived in the country yesterday for a 
5-day official visit to meet with President Aquino and 
other top government officials. In his arrival statement, 
Rogachev said his country hopes for continued 
improved relations between the Philippines and the 
USSR in the political field by means of more dialogue. 
Tony Valencia has the full report: 


[Begin recording] Rogachev said his talk with President 
Aquino will consist of three topics—bilateral relations, 
regional problems, and global interests. Asked by report- 
ers if the talks will include the retention of the U.S. 
military bases in the country, he said this was not 
impossible. According to political observers, Rogachev’s 
visit to the country may have some connection with the 
coming talks between the Philippines and the U.S. on the 
renegotiations of the status of the American bases in the 
country. The Soviet Embassy in Manila said Rogachev is 
also scheduled to meet with top officials of the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs to discuss the expansion of 
relations between both countries. The 54-year-old dep- 
uty foreign minister, who [words indistinct] of the Asian- 
Pacific region, was promoted to the rank of deputy 
foreign minister in 1987. [end recording] 


Meets Aquino, Manglapus 
BK241108 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
English 1030 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
met with President Aquino today and submitted very 
specific proposals to reduce superpower military activi- 
ties in the Pacific region. Rogachev is on a 5-day 
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high-profile visit here. He met with President Aquino tor 
half an hour at Malacanang and conferred abso with 
Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus. 


Rogachev said the proposals to reduce superpower ten- 
sion in this region included reduction of naval activities, 
reduction of nuclear carriers, and others. 


Meantime, talks on the status of the RP-U.S. Military 
Bases Pact will begin on 5 April. The talks are the final 
review before the 1947 treaty expires in 1991. 


Favors U.S. Bases Removal 
HK240811 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor 
Rogachev stressed that his country favors the removal of 
U.S. military bases in the country, but he also explained 
that the decision lies with the Philippine Government 
and not with the Soviet Union. 


Minister Rogachev met with President Corazon Aquino 
just a while ago, and in his interview with Malacanang 
newsmen, he again called for the withdrawal of all 
foreign military presence in Asia. [as heard] 


Here is Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev. 


{Begin recording in English] [unidentified male reporter] 
Can you tell us why your visit is timed when the RP and 
the U.S. will soon have a review of the bases accord? 


[Rogachev] We have planned this working visit to your 
country many months, and I do not think that there 1s 
link with the matter. 


{Unidentified female reporter] Sir, Gorbachev has said 
that any move by the U.S. will be matched by the Soviet 
Union. Was he referring to Cam Ranh Bay in Danang? 


[Rogachev] Ask Mr Gorbachev. But it is a matter of 
consultation and talks between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. Such talks haven't begun yet. 


[Unidentified male reporter] Did you ask President 
Aquino not to extend the U.S. bases in the Philippines? 


[Rogachev] Excuse me. This is the question you were 
asking me? [passage indistinct] 


[Unidentified male reporter] But are you in favor of the 
U.S. withdrawing its bases here? 


{Rogachev] Sure. Thank you very much. [end recording] 
That was visiting Soviet deputy foreign minister Igor 


Rogachev after his meeting with President Corazon 
Aquino. From Malacanang, Gabby Salcedo reporting. 
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Protocol on Consultations Signed 
1K240657 Quezon City Radvo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] The Philippines and the USSR signed a protocol 
on consultations this morning at the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 


The agreement aims to improve the system of mutual 
consultations on international and regional problems. 


Secretary Raul Manglapus signed on behalf of the Phil- 
ippine Government and Igor Rogachev for the USSR. 


The signing of the protocol was witnessed by Senator 
Leticia Shahani, chairman of the foreign relations com- 
mittee and former deputy secretary on foreign affairs, 
and other top government officials of the Soviet Union. 


Members of Bases Review Panel Named 
11K 240321 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The Department of Foreign Affairs [DFA] has 
announced the composition of the Philippine and United 
States panels which will undertake the review of the RP 
[Republic of Philippines]}—U.S. Military Bases Agreement 
of 1947 in Manila on April 5. The DFA said the delegations 
will be led by DFA Secretary Raul Manglapus for the 
Philippines, and Ambassador Nicholas Platt for the U.S. 
Other members of the Philippine panel include Ambassador 
Leonides Caday, DFA Assistant Secretary; Brigadier Gen- 
eral Feliciano Gacis Jr, National Defense Assistant Secre- 
tary; Juanita Amatong, Finance Assistant Secretary; and 
lawyer Teresita de Castro, supervising state counsel of the 
Department of Justice. 


Nation Movers Support Removal 
HK240957 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
24 Mar 88 p 8 


[Text] Unladbayan [Nation Movers-National Movement 
for Economic Reconstruction and Survival] is for the 
removal of the American bases and the abrogation of the 
military bases agreement. 


In a panel discussion on the TV talk show “Viewpoint” 
the other night, businessman-industralist Enrique Zobel, 
Sen Juan Ponce Enrile, Bro. Andrew Gonzales and Luis 
Taruc disclosed that the consensus among Unladbayan 
members was that the bases have to go. 


The sentiments of individual members differed greatly, Bro. 
Andrew, who took the poll, revealed. Former Batasan 
Speaker Nicanor Yniquez, for one, batted for the “outright 
retention” of the bases, while former Labor Minister Blas 
Ople was for their “outright removal,” he said. 


On the other hand, Mr Zobel was for the retention of the 
bases, provided the Americans cough up “rental com- 
pensation more or less equivalent to our national debt.” 
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Sen Enrile stressed, however, that the multi-sectoral 
alliance’s stand has a caveat, that is, to let the people 
decide the fate of the bases through a referendum. 


Unladbayan also threw its support behind the Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP). Mr Taruc, 
former leader of the Hukbalahap, a peasant-based move- 
ment which was the offspring of agrarian unrest in the 
1950s, said unequivocally, “We believe in land for the 
tiller.” 


No Fragmentation [subhead] 


However, he said, the group has agreed that there should 
be “no fragmentation of production areas” so as to 
maximize the crop yield. The consensus, he added, was 
for the creation of cooperatives for each area producing 
a particular crop. 


Moreover, all available agricultural land should be cov- 
ered by the CARP, except for the 24-hectare homesteads. 


On the proposal to federalize the country, Sen Enrile 
identified sectors and agencies for which the central 
government is responsible and to which it should limit 
itself. 


These are currency, foreign affairs, immigration, 
defense, external trade, customs, mineral resources, 
measurements, and inter-state communication and fran- 
chises. 


Local government, on the other hand, should be left to 
handle education, land use, pobice (“No armies, just 
police forces,’ he emphasized, and internal trade, among 
others. 


Sen Enrile said, “The states, or local governments, 
should have the power to legislate. They must be able to 
raise their Own taxes. impose punitive laws on land 
development and reform.” 


Mr Zobel, when asked if he would recommend a tax 
“proportion of 70:30, in favor of the national Govern- 
ment,” mulled the figures over and agreed,” About that 
(proportion).* 


Mindanao Proposed as Base Site 
HK240951 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 24 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Rep Ali Dimaporo (UPP [Union for Peace and 
Progress]-K BL, Lanao del Sur) yesterday offered Minda- 
nao as the site of the United States military bases to 
assure their continued operations and deter communist 
enemy attacks from “existing proximate bases.” 


30 
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Dimaporo warned that with Russian might already 
poised to strike from nearby Vietnam, the Philippines in 
a war of the super-powers will be “like a sitting duck in 
a shooting gallery.” if it would no longer be under U.S. 
protection. 


With the Russian naval and air bases at Cam Ranh Bay 
and Danang, respectively. Dimaporo said the Asian and 
Pacific regions will be deprived of a “balance of power 
deterrent” in the event of U.S. withdrawal from the 
Philippines. 


In citing almost typhoon free M.adanao as an alternative 
site, Dimaporo said the U.S. bases in Luzon have been 
“irritants” to R.P.-U.S. relations because their locations 
“disturb” the operations of anti-American and national- 
ist groups demanding not only their removal but also 
subjecting bases personnel to violent attacks at available 
opportunities. 


The UPP-KBL solon referred to the Subic Naval Base, 
headquarters of the U.S. Seventh Fleet, and Clark Air 
Base, home of the U.S. 13th Air Force. 


Backstopping his father’s offer, Rep Abdullah Dimaporo 
(UPP-KBL, Lanao del Norte) also proposed that to spare 
the host country from being “shortchanged” further, the 
government should demand that the rentals should be 
paid in advance, at a rate of not less than $3 billion in 
yearly rents as the U.S. is paying Greece, Spain, Turkey, 
West Germany, and other countries. 


“In this way, we can settle or make current the country’s 
foreign obligations and provide more momentum to 
socio-economic recovery and expansion efforts,” Abdul- 
lah Dimaporo said. 


Ilocos Norte Vice Gov Rolando N. Abadilla, speaking 
from solitary confinement at Fort Bonifacio, said the 
Dimaporo offer should be heeded “in the face of a very 
serious Communist threat and the menacing proximity of 
Russian nuclear capability in Vietnam.” 


“With the U.S. bases gone, foreign investors will lose 
confidence in our stability and will pull out.” Abadilla 
warned. 


“And with foreign investors gone and the economic 
dislocation, the Philippines will be helpless in a commu- 
nist takeover,” Abadilla concluded. 


Paper Views Bases Issue 
HK221223 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 7 


[By Ma. Gertrudes M. Chavez] 


[Text] Because of U.S. Congressional moves to cut 
military and financial assistance to the country for 1989, 
the forthcoming bases review takes on a new twist as 
both negotiating parties are expected to lobby for the 
best possible terms, several top military officials told 
BUSINESS WORLD. 
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While preparatory meetings on the bases pact review 
continue to bat for a higher bases compensation package 
tO approximately $1 billion, a proposal to cut U-S. 
overseas defense spending gives the impression that the 
Philippines should not after all expect too much in terms 
of increase in compensation from the impending bases 
review. 


Documents obtained by BUSINESS WORLD showed that 
for 1989, the U.S. government has proposed to cut military 
and economic assistance to the country to $264.3 million 
from an allocated 1988 funding of $301.6 million. 


Proposed military assistance for 1989 was reduced to 
$110 million from this year’s allocation of $125 million. 
It should be noted that prior to the increase in military 
assistance for this year to $125 million, the Philippines 
has been receiving $110 million annually. 


The economic support fund (ESF) likewise would be cut 
to $124 million. This year the U.S. has allocated $174 
million to support various development projects. 


One senior military official noted that this round of 
decreases in U.S. overseas defense spending is long 
expected. He said the American economy is of late 
experiencing severe budget deficits. It becomes appar- 
ent, he stressed, that a rich nation as the U.S., cannot 
afford to maintain all its bases, let alone increase the 
compensation of these facilities. Sooner or later, the U.S. 
may eventually pull out its forces from the country. 


This has already happened in 1972, he emphasized, with the 
closure of the U.S. naval facility in Sangley Point, Cavite. 
More than anything else, the closure was triggered by a 
programmed reduction of U.S. bases and forces worldwide 
due to budgetary restraints at that time. 


Another official mentioned this decrease in financial 
allocation is correlative to recent moves by the U.S. of 
strengthening its military facilities in some parts of Asia. 
He cited the buildup in Guam and Saipan as a related 
move. 


He feels there is a “gradual easing out” being undertaken 
by the U.S. This, he believes, could prove detrimental to 
regional security. 


No less than Defense Secretary Field Ramos admitted 
that the military bases are essential to regional security. 


In terms of internal security, he said, “The Philippines 
has gained indirect benefits from the bases, in terms of 
military assistance. The AFP was considerably modern- 
ized because of U.S. military equipment.” 


As to the possible effects of this aid slash to the military, 
one other top official said this is an indication that the 
Philippines should brace itself for the establishment of a 
truly self-reliant defense systems. 
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Definitely, he stressed, a cut [such—fbis] as this trans- 
lates to an accompanying decrease in quantity of logis- 
tics. Delivery of military equipment would be reduced 
resulting in lesser firepower and lesser mobility. 


Hence, the official suggested government should seri- 
ously consider supporting the AFP’s [Armed Forces of 
the Philippines] Self-Reliant Defense Posture (SRDP) 
program. Presently, the SRDP program has a budget 
allocation of P250 million. 


He maintained that the present needs of the military will not 
be sufficiently met by the budget. He said the AFP is “below 
the normal standard of an Asian armed forces” in terms of 
the three most important components in military fare; 
mobility, communication, and ammunition. 


Senate Committee Prepares Nuclear-Free Bill 
HK240923 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
24 Mar 88 p 24 


[Text] A consolidated committee bill advocating a nucle- 
ar-free policy for the Philippines is being prepared by the 
Senate committee on foreign relations and may be ready 
by tomorrow, its chairman, Senator Leticia Ramos Sha- 
hani said yesterday. 


The bill is intended to flesh out a constitutional directive 
to adhere to a nuclear-free-policy “consistent with the 
national interest.” It will consolidate the bills earlier 
filed by Senators Wigberto Tanada and Aquilino Pimen- 
tel Jr. banning the entry of nuclear weapons and penal- 
izing government officials who allow their entry. 


Shahani stressed that the bill is mainly in response to the 
constitutional provision and not meant to pressure to 
U.S. into a unilateral submission to Philippine demands. 


Still, she admitted that its enactment “would certainly 
have significant influences on the two bases.” It would 
also increase the government’s bargaining position in the 
coming bases review, she added. 


In the same meeting Tanada advocated that in case oplcon- 
flict between the constitutional provision and the Military 
Bases Agreement, the constitution should prevail. 


However, the constitutional provision affecting the pres- 
ence of nuclear weapons in the Philippines has a built-in 
escape clause in the phrase “‘consistent with national 
interest.”’ Constitutional commissioners have said the 
words “‘national interest” have not yet been defined. 


Problem Seen With Claim to Spratlys 
HK231014 Manila THE MANILA BULLETIN in English 
22 Mar 88 p 14 


[By INTERCO PRESS] 


[Text] Local and foreign diplomatic observers foresee a 
serious international problem for the Philippines over its 
claim to a part of the Spratly and Paracel islands in the 
South China Sea. 
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The deployment by the People’s Republic of China of 
fresh troops in the island group, which has attended its 
“notice to the world”’ of its determination to protect and 
enforce its territorial rights, underscores the gravity of 
the diplomatic problem that may well lie ahead of the 
Philippines. 


The immediate focus of the Chinese operation is Viet- 
nam with which China has an age-old dispute over 
ownership of the islands. But other countries, including 
Malaysia, the Philippines, and Taiwan, have staked 
claims on the strategic and potentially rich islands. 


An administration bill, introduced in the Senate by Sen 
Leticia Ramos Shahani, seeks to drop the Philippine 
claim to Sabah and to pursue the Philippine claim to the 
“Kalayaan Islands,” a part of the Spratly and Paracel 
Island group. 


The bill raised such a storm of public controversy that 
administration and Senate leaders decided to let it lie idle. 


The Philippines continues to maintain, as it has done for 
years, a “token force” on the “Kalayaan Islands.” Fili- 
pino and foreign diplomatic experts said that Beijing 
might well take the presence of Filipino troops on an 
integral part of the island groups as a “belligerent act.” 


Diplomatic experts observed that the basis of the Phil- 
ippine claim to a part of the Spratley and Paracel Island 
group is hazy. During the pretty spirited, if unfocused, 
debate on the administration bill on Sabah and the 
Spratly-Paracel Islands, the assumption was made by 
“Filipino specialists” that “admiral’’ Tomas Cloma, a 
Filipino adventurer, “discovered” the ‘Kalayaan 
Islands.” 


It hardly is possible that such claim of “‘discovery”’ could 
prevail against the prior territorial claim of China—or of 
Vietnam, for that matter. 


Military Dismisses Threat of War From MNLF 
HK240851 Hong Kong AFP in English 0820 GMT 
24 Mar 88 


[Text] Manila, March 24 (AFP}—The Philippine mili- 
tary Thursday dismissed speculation of a new war 
between security forces and Moslem rebels in Mindanao 
following violence in three parts of the southern island 
region this week. 


Security forces however went on full alert after the 
incidents on Tuesday and Wednesday and set up check- 
points in the traditionally troubled region, although 
Moslem rebels denied any responsibility for the attacks. 
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Suspected guerrillas of the separatist Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) Tuesday clashed with marines 
in Basilan Island and planted bombs that went off in 
Zamboanga and Davao cities Wednesday after the rebels 
failed to gain full membership in the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 


A Marine was killed and four Moslem civilians were 
wounded in the clash while at least 22 people were hurt 
in the bomb explosions, the military said. 


“There’s no war,” Captain Anselmo Cabingan, spokes- 
man for the armed forces high command in Manila, told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE Thursday. 


The OIC rejected the MNLF’s membership bid at its 
ministerial conference this week in Amman, Jordan, 
saying it only admits states as members. 


Jordanian Foreign Minister Taher al-Masri, chairman of 
the Amman conference, said in an interview aired 
Thursday on Philippine government television that a 
future aplication by the MNLF would also be rejected. 


An AFP correspondent in Zamboanga, the seaside capi- 
tal of Moslem-dominatd western Mindanao, said busi- 
ness went on as usual Thursday despite a full military 
alert and the presence of fixed and mobile checkpoints. 


In Davao, a Christian city on eastern Mindanao, troops 
and police secured government buildings and large 
establishments after Wednesday’s explosion. 


Davao police chief Colonel Franco Calida warned that 
he was prepared to fight the MNLF head-on but said the 
bomb was placed by an MNLF squad that slipped into 
Davao and left immediately. 


The Libyan-backed separatist campaign led by the 
MNLF has claimed an estimated 100,0CO lives since 
1972. The war waned in the early 1980's but the MNLF 
has repeatedly threatened to revive it. 


President Corazon Aquino and MNLF Chairman Nur 
Misauri forged a ceasefire in September 1986, which 
continues to hold despite intermittent skirmishes. 


Mrs. Aquino is offering political autonomy and acceler- 
ated economic development to the estimated five mil- 
lion Moslems in her largely Roman Catholic nation to 
counter the MNLF’s separatist campaign. 


16 Injured by Davao City Bomb; MNLF Blamed 
HK241058 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Sixteen people were wounded when a bomb 
exploded in a department store in Davao City. Accord- 
ing to Sergeant Dominato Balicoco of the Davao City 
Police, a 5 kg bomb exploded at around 2330 last night 
inside the department store building. The government’s 
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customs bureau office is also located in the same build- 
ing. Most of those wounded were people walking past the 
store who were hit by splintered glass. Another bomb 
was found in the same building but this did not explode. 


Meanwhile, Davao City police commander Franco 
Calida blamed the MNLF for the explosion. According 
to Calida, all military troops and anticommunist vigi- 
lante groups have been deployed in various parts of 
Davao to avoid the occurrence of similar incidents. 


On the other hand, the armed forces again dismissed 
rumours of renewed fighting between the military and 
the Muslim rebels in the southern Philippines following 
a series of bombing incidents. However, the entire secu- 
rity forces in Mindanao have been placed on red alert. 


In Zamboanga it was reportedly business as usual in the 
industrial and business sectors despite the installation of 
mobile checkpoints and the implementation of the full 
red alert. 


Secretary Santos Confirms Blasts in Mindanao 
BK241114 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
English 1030 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Local Government Secretary Luis Santos today 
confirmed reports of a series of bomb explosions in 
various parts of Mindanao believed perpetrated by 
MNLF rebels, which killed one person and wounded 
scores of others. Santos made the confirmation in a news 
conference this afternoon at his tvandaluyong office in 
his capacity as chairman of the Peace and Order Council. 


Santos assured the public that there is no cause for alarm 
as the military has the situation in Mindanao under 
control. Santos also assured the government’s economic 
development program for Mindanao would be carried 
out regardless of the risks and consequences involved. 


Top MNLF Leader, 42 Followers Surrender 
HK211127 Manila MANILA BULLETIN English 
20 Mar 88 pp 1, 20 


[By Tony P. Rimando}] 


[Text] Iligan City—A top Lanao del Sur Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) commander and his 42 follow- 
ers surrendered here yesterday in protest against MNLF 
Chairman Nur Misuari’s plan for the separatist group to 
join the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC). 


Commander Mario Cusudan Mamarinta, 28, MNLF 
Zone 2 leader for the two Lanao provinces, and his men 
also turned in 25 high-powered firearms, including 
Armalite rifles, to Col. Antonio Nale, Army Batch 
Course Diamond commander, during ceremonies wit- 
nessed by Rep. Muhammad Ali Dimaporo Iligan City 
Mayor Camilo Cabili, and former Sangguniang Pam- 
pook [Area Council] speaker Makabangkit Lanto. 
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The surrenderees, all in their Bangsa Moro Army (BMA) 
uniforms, were welcomed by Brig. Gen. Mariano Ada- 
lem, commanding general of the 4th Infantry Division. 


Mamarinta said: “Our return to the fold of the law is our 
way of showing our strong opposition to Misuari’s appli- 
cation fo. MNLF membership in the OIC.” 


Mamarinta, an MNLF field commander for over 10 
years, said the MNLF’s joining the OIC will only worsen 
the Mindanao peace and order problem. 


Mamarinta said that the best way to resolve the auton- 
omy issue in Southern Philippines is to follow the 
constitutional provision which states that the local 
inhabitant themselves, Muslims and Christians alike, 
should decide what kind of political structure they want 
in their region. 


The former MNLF leader said he believes in President 
Aquino’s sincerity in the search for a lasting solution to 
the Mindanao issue. 


Mamarinta added that he and his men are already tired 
of leading a rebel’s life. 


“We all now want to lead a new and peaceful life and 
become more useful and productive members of our 
community,” he said. 


He said he will try to engage in business, while most of 
his men will turn to fishing and farming, and the younger 
ones, to schooling. 


Dimaporo hailed the MNLF surrenderees, saying “they 
have everything to gain by returning to the fold of the 
law.” He pledged to help ihem avail themselves of the 
government’s program on iivelihood projects. 


Adalem said the surrender of Mamarinta and his follow- 
ers reveals that the MNLF strength is fast waning. 


Andalem said ““many MNLF members have realized it is 
useless to support Misuari who continues to warn of 
bloodshed if his own version of Mindanao autonomy is 
not granted.” 


MNLF Reportedly Approves Ambassador Nominees 
HK220917 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 22 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff writer Julius Fortuna] 


[Text] The Moro National Liberation Front central commit- 
tee has alerted a number of Muslim and Christian Minda- 
naons for possible appointment as ambassadors to member- 
countries of the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
[OIC] and prime diplomatic posts abroad. 
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The decision to come up with a listing of ambassadors 
was reached by the MNLF leadership on the eve of the 
OIC foreign ministers’ meeting in Amman, Jordan. 


Farouk Hussin, MNLF staff officer for foreign affairs, 
who reports directly to Nur Misuari, called up Hadji 
Limpasan Idjirani of the Muslim Democratic Party at 
11:07 p.m. Sunday to alert the nominees for ambassado- 
rial posts. 


Ustadz Zain Jali, who is now in Zamboanga, will per- 
sonally talk with the nominees on their appointments. 


Other developments: 


—Sen. Leticia Shahani complained in the regular Kapi- 
han sa Manila [Manila Coffeeshop] that the Philippine 
government has no sustained diplomatic campaign in 
the Middle East and within the OIC. 


—Philippine Ambassador to Jordan Juan V. Saez has 
been instructed by Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Man- 
glapus to monitor the developments in the OIC foreign 
ministers’ meeting, particularly on the third or fourth 
day when the Mindanao issue will be discussed. 


—Commissioner Ed de Jesus of the government's Peace 
Commission told the GLOBE yesterday that the 
Regional Consultative Commission will convene for the 
first time this Saturday. 


On the MNLF’s move to appoint ambassadors, De Jesus 
said “they are entitled to make their moves, but we will 
definitely implement the constitutional provision on 
autonomy.” 


—The National Security Command (NASCOM), 
MNLF’s elite military unit that reports directly to the 
MNLF chairman, is under strict instructions “not to 
attack unless criminally attacked.” 


Abul Khayr Alonto told the GLOBE that Misuari per- 
sonally assured him that this policy will be upheld by the 
MNLF armed force as the rebel group is concentrating 
on its diplomatic work within the OIC. 


The preliminary list of ambassadors approved by the 
MNLF Central Committee includes: 


Rene Climaco, former mayor of Zamboanga City: Louie 
Alano, former high official of Basilan; lawyer Segundo 
Martinez of Zamboanga City, Vicente Cerilles. former 
governor of Zamboanga del Sur: 


Teody Canoy of the Mindanao Independence Move- 
ment, Reverend Absalom Cerveza of South Cotabato, 
Ahmad Medina, Fr. Florencio Falcon, Datu Sibug, a 
highlander; Firdausi Abbas; Abul Khayr Alonto; Tarhata 
Lucman; Judge Mama Pusran; 
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Simeon Datumanong: Indanan Anni of Sulu: Macabang- 
kit Lanto; Amin Kadra Abubakar of Sulu; Cando Mua- 
rip; Muhammad Amil Hassan; Judge Rene Tulawi; 
Macalimpowac Dilangalen of the Muslim Association of 
the Philippines: lawyer Abraham Rasul and Almarin 
Tillah, former governor of Tawi-Tawi. 


As a general principle, Christian nominees are to be 
assigned in Muslim countries, Louie Alano, for instance, 
is to be assigned in Jakarta while Fr. Florencio Falcon 
has been offered the post of ambassador to Saudi Arabia. 


Reverend Absalom Cerveza will be consulted on the 
MNLF proposal that he be assigned to Cairo, Egypt. 


For the prime diplomatic posts, former Gov. Almarin 
Tillah has been assigned as the future ambassador to 
Washington, while Abraham Rasul, the husband of Sen. 
Santanina Rasul, has been offered the post of ambassa- 
dor to Washington D.C. [sentence as published] 


Hadji Limpasan Idjirani of Zamboanga city who headed 
the committee to collect a million signatures in support 
of the MNLF bid for OIC membership, has been 
assigned as ambassador to Moscow. 


Hadji Idjirani told the GLOBE that the MNLF delega- 
tion to Amman is still completing the assignments of the 
other nominees. 


Meanwhile, Senator Leticia Ramos Shahani described as 
“wishy-washy” the Philippine foreign policy toward the 
Arab nations. 


Appearing at the Kapihan sa Manila, Shahani, who is 
also chairman of the powerful committee on foreign 
relations, said the government’s handling of diplomacy 
with the Arab nations contrasts sharply with the 
MNLF’s, which has established closer relations with the 
Arab leaders. 


“We have to be a little careful in dealing with the OIC,” 
Shahani stressed, adding that the Department of Foreign 
Affairs should now amply explain the reason behind the 
formation of the Regional Consultative Commission. 


121 Atrocity Cases Filed Against CPP-NPA 
HK231121 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
23 Mar 88 p Y 


[Text] A PC regional commander in Bicol said yesterday 
that a total of 121 cases of “atrocities” have been filed 
against members of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines (CPP) and its fighting arm, the New People’s Army 
(NPA), involving 592 victims, especially local officials, 
soldiers, policemen, and civilians. 
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Col Evaristo Carino, Regional Command (Recom) 4 
commander in Bicol, said that the criminal charges 
against the NPA rebels included murder, kidnaping, 
robbery, and harassment mostly committed in his area of 
responsibility. 


Carino identified some of those charged as Gregorio Rosal, 
alias “Ka Roger,” Tirso Alcantara, alias “Ka Val,” and 
some female NPAs led by “Arlene” and “Mila.” 


He said some of the NPA victims included a mayoralty 
candidate of Tayabas, the mayor of San Andres, and Gov 
Eddie Raceles, who had been kidnaped by the rebels. 


Carino said that the 592 alleged NPA victims included 
eight local officials, |! barangay officials, 20 Integrated 
Civilian Home Defense Force (ICHDF) members or 
civilian volunteers, 324 civilians, 58 members of the 
Integrated National Police (INP), and 171 soldiers. 


“Some of those charged have pending warrants of arrest, 
like ‘Ka Roger’ and ‘Ka Val,’ who have been implicated 
in the Fortune Cement Industries robbery,” Carino said. 


He added that some of the criminal cases, filed by the 
Recom 4 judge advocate general office (JAGO) led by 
Col S. King, are in court or still being investigated by the 
fiscal’s office in Bicol province. 


He said that the situation in Oriental and Occidental Mindoro 
provinces has been reversed by government troops. 


De Villa Renews Vow To Defeat Insurgents 
HK231045 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
23 Mar 88 pp 1, 7 


[by Vot Vitug and Nestor Arellano] 


[Text] Amid a display of military force and firepowe- 
r,Armed Forces chief Gen Renato S. de Villa renewed 
yesterday his vow to crush the 19-year-old communist- 
led rebellion being waged by the New People’s Army. 


“The Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP], with the 
support of its NPA and its National Democratic Front, has 
unilaterally and categorically declared war against the Filipino 
people and their cherished way of life. it is a war which our 
nation can and must win,” De Villa said in his speech during 
the 91st AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] anniversary at 
Camp Aguinaldo. 


The anniversary celebration, with President Corazon 
Aquino as the guest, reached its climax when no less than 
two brigades of fully armed troops and light armor 
marched past and helicopters and jet fighters flew by. 


It was the first time that the military has put up such a 
lavish display of combat power since Mrs Aquino 
assumed the presidency more than two years ago. It was 
also the first since 1982. 
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Also shown during the parade were the military's elite 
counter-insurgency units, the PC-Special Action Force, 
the Army Scout Ranger Reg:ment and the Special Forces 
from the various major service commands. 


De Villa stressed that the threat to the national security 
posed by the communists is “not irreversible” and other 
government agencies must do their parts in fighting them. 


“The escalation of the insurgency problem, the most 
pernicious threat to our national security, is not irrevers- 
ible. Our democracy, despite the combined efforts of the 
CPP, the NPA and the NDF exacerbated by other 
security threats, can survive. We will make it survive by 
defeating the enemies of the nation as we have done in 
the past,” he said. 


“The AFP is just one of the spokes of the wheel keeping 
the nation moving. We are determined to keep this spoke 
strong and to correct its infirmities. Ninety-one years of 
dedicated service to the nation have given us a legacy of 
nobility and honor we must treasure,” De Villa declared. 


On the same occasion, Mrs Aquino formally announced 
the abolition of Regional Unified Commands (RUCs) to 
give troops in the field more elbow room for the counter- 
insurgency campaign. The move, it was pointed out, will 
decentralize the control of military commanders. 


According to Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos the 
move will bring the military closer to the battlefields. 


“The bottomline is we will have more people in the 
frontline units. In other words, you make it easier now 
for soldiers to fight by bringing his headquarters, his 
logistics. his family and even his hospital closer to the 
frontline,” Ramos said. 


Meanwhile, the military yesterday said a group of 
heavily armed NPAs killed thre CHDF members and 
wounded two others while trying to rescue a colleague, 
Baltazar Bacutella, kidnapped last Wednesday by rebels 
in Sultan Kudarat, South Cotabato. 


The army identified those killed as Midel Locero, Sing- 
son Belenario, and Agustin Guillermo, and those 
wounded as Arlene Rempe and Hernando Simpao. 


The rebels reportedly abducted Bacutella early in the 
morning from his home in Barangay San Jose, Koro- 
nadal, Sultan Kudarat. 


In other developments: 


—The military reported yesterday that 23 NPAs 
rounded up five Putian vigilantes while working on their 
fields in Barangay Maricalum, Sipalay, Negros Occiden- 
tal and shot them dead last Tuesday for refusing to stop 
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recruiting townsfolk for their vigilante group. the fatali- 
ties were Rodrigo Arido, 31, Angelito Villarito, 31, 
Federico Villarito, 56, Larito Villarito, 24 and a certain 
Rodito, 26. 


The military said the rebels approached the victims two 
days before and ordered them to surrender their guns 
and stop organizing a vigilante group in the area, but the 
victims refused to do so. 


—Four members of the Military Intelligence Group 
{MIG] were seriously wounded last Saturday when a 
convoy they were escorting was ambushed by NPAs in 
Monkayo, Davao del Norte. 


Reports said the MIG members were escorting two service 
jeeps and a pickup truck of the VGM Grains and Grocery 
store when they were fired upon by rebels along Kilometer 
56, Picop Road in Upper Ulip at around 9:20 a.m. 


The wounded were identified only as S/Sgt. Causing, Sgt. 
Talibong, Cpl. Alano and Cpl. Cara-ang. 


Reinforcement troops recovered two unexploded home 
made landmines and blasting caps from the ambush site. 


In Negros Occidental a vigilante training camp in Haci- 
enda Puyas, Murcia town, was attacked last Sunday by 
rebels, wounding a trainee identified as Jody Quiatchon. 


Reveals Infiltration Plan 
HK220955 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
22 Mar 88 p 4 


{On the Other Hand” column by Antonio C. Abaya: “A 
Comrade President in Our Future?”’} 


[Text] According to AFP [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines} Chief-of-Staff Gen. Renato de Villa, the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines [CPP] has adopted a six- 
year plan of infiltrating the government, to climax in the 
selection and fielding of a pro-communist presidential 
candidate in the 1992 elections. 


This plan was adopted because, according to Gen. de 
Villa, the CPP/NDF/NPA cannot match the AFP on the 
battlefield. Which supports my own earlier analysis that 
the Radical Left cannot achieve a military victory. 


Neither can they win state power through the open 
parliamentary struggle, as also previously expressed in 
this space. In the local elections last February, their clone 
organization, the Partido ng Bayan [PNB—People’s Par- 
ty], apparently did not win a single gubernatorial, vice- 
gubernatorial, mayoral or vice-mayoral position. 


This does not mean, however, that the Radical Left was 
blanked out. It is accepted that many NPA-influenced 
candidates won positions ranging from vunicipal coun- 
cilor to governor. Some estimates give them as much as 
30 percent of elected positions. 
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This would fall under the infiltration pian revealed by 
Gen. de Villa. He considers this more dangerous and 
more complex to address than the armed and the open 
parliamentary struggles. 


Defense Secretary Field Ramos said about the same 
thing, adding that the CPP/NDF/NPA raised some $15 
million in 1987 from foreign donors. This is almost 100 
percent more than the total collected in 1986. Secretary 
Ramos cited captured documents to show the CPP plans 
to increase the infiltration of the government bureau- 
cracy as well as labor, student and other sectors, and to 
put up a presidential candidate in 1992. He admitted the 
virtual control by the CPP/NDF/NPA of 7 percent of the 
country’s 14,000 barangays and strong influence in 
another 13 percent. 


Actually, infiltration of the government started even 
during the Marcos years, but it accelerated with the rise 
to power of Corazon Aquino. 


The euphoria of the post-EDSA [Epifanio De Los Santos 
Avenue] days, her initial open policy of reconciliation, and 
the general laxity of her government regarding security 
matters allowed the Radical Left to position “progressives” 
in her government, includipg the Cabinet. 


President Aquino has insisted that “there are no com- 
munists in my government.” Jose Ma. Sison brags that 
there are. | would normally believe her more than | 
would Joma. But in this particular instance, | am taking 
his word that the Aquino government is infiltrated. 


Will the Radical Left really put up a presidential candi- 
date in 1992? Probably not in the sense of the PNB 
fielding, say, Joma Sison or Renato Constantino or Boy 
Morales, to chai‘enge the candidates of Laban, the Lib- 
eral Party, and Unlad Bayan [Nation Movers—National 
Movement for Economic Reconstruction and Survival]. 
Such an effort would be an exercise in futility. 


The CPP/NDF/NPA candidate will be a bourgeois can- 
didate from a bourgeois party, but his or her personal 
agenda will contain some elements that will be judged 
““pro-people,” and he or she will be amenable to the idea 
of a coalition as a price for “peace.” 


It is also possible that the CPP/NDF/NPA candidate will 
be vice-presidential, not presidential, who will assume 
an ideologically low profile during the campaign, but 
who will articulate the “correct line” once elected. 


A vice-president friendly to the Radical Left will be a 
Trojan Horse of incalculable value to the cause. He will 
open doors to a more thorough infiltration of the gov- 
ernment bureaucracy and, supported by a campaign of 
terrorism and selective assassination, he will hold the 
President virtual hostage to Marxist-Leninist pressure. 
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Are there national politicians in the present picture, with 
obvious presidential ambitions, who can be influenced 
to adopt a “pro-people” (meaning, pro-Marxist) posi- 
tion? Most assuredly yes. 


Who would they be? It would be simpler to list down 
those who would never be subject to manipulation by the 
Radical Left. 


The list would not be very long: Vice-President Laurel, 
Secretary Ramos, Senator Enrile. For various and differ- 
ent reasons, | would consider the other pretenders to the 
throne susceptible, in various degrees, to programming 
by the CPP/NDF/NPA. 


The prospect of having a pro-communist candidate 
running, openly or surreptitiously, in the 1992 presiden- 
tial elections is bound to create hysteria and paranoia in 
bourgeois circles. But if we aspire towards a pluralistic, 
democratic society, we will have to learn to accept, and 
not be terrified by, the open presence of Marxist-Lenin- 
ists in Our midst. 


There are precautionary measures that the bourgeois 
State can take to neutralize the possibilitg of a pro- 
Marxist candidate surfacing and winning in 1992. Fore- 
most among these measures would be for the national 
leadership to realize the need to mobilize the people into 
ideological politics NOW. This gives time for bourgeois 
society to gain internal strength, self-confidence, and 
purposeful momentum towards a clearly defined Cen- 
trist goal. 


Traditional politics and traditional politicians cannot 
save the Republic from a Marxist-Leninist takeover. 


Ramos Orders Strengthening of Reserve Forces 
HK241129 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos has ordered the 
intensified reinforcemeni of the military's reserve forces 
so they can be deployed in the counterinsurgency cam- 
paign. Here are more details from Jonathan Cristobal. 


[Begin recording] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos today 
ordered the reinforcement and improvement of the 
military’s reservist force, which henceforth will play a 
more significant role in the counterinsurgency campaign. 
The military reserve forces will be called to active duty in 
support of the Armed Forces of the Philippines regulars 
should an emergency arise. 


In his memorandum to Armed Forces chief of staff 
General Renato S. de Villa, Ramos stressed that the 
support of the reserve forces is needed now more than 
ever in order to accelerate the development and progress 
of the country’s economy. The reserve forces will be 
mobilized in times of calamity and will also be prepared 
to help the regular Armed Forces. 


37 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Ramos also explained that while the reserve forces will 
be strengthened and mobilized, this new move should 
not be interpreted to mean that the government is now 
getting ready for war, or that the country’s security 
Situation is in a serious state. According to Ramos, the 
move to improve the reserve forces aims to encourage 
the civilian sector to take a more active part in the 
country’s development efforts. 


The programs ordered by the defense chief are: First, the 
popularization of reserve unit training, which will 
include field training, assembly tests, mobilization exer- 
cises, and military service for a limited period; second, 
supply of the necessary weapons, materials, vehicles, and 
assistance to organize the reserves; and third, organiza- 
tion and preparation for speedy mobilization of the 
reserves in times of need. [end recording] 


Military Seeks Additonal P2.6 Billion 
HK211111 Quezon City MALAYA in English 
20 Mar 88 pp 1, 6 


[By Nestor Arellano] 


[Text] The Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP] is 
seeking a P2.6-billion increase in its P10.9-billion budget 
for this year to enable it to undertake a more effective 
security and counter-insurgency campaign and set up an 
80,000-strong militia to replace the Civilian Home 
Defense Forces. 


In a proposal presented yesterday to President Aquino, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Renato S. de Villa said 
the additional amount would be used for maintenance 
and operational expenses, specifically for the purchase of 
additional combat and medical supplies. It would also 
finance the military's self-reliance projects and pay 
increases for the enlisted men. 


De Villa also said part of the amount would be used for 
the formation of the Citizens Armed Forces Geographi- 
cal Units Active Auxiliaries (CAFGUAA). 


The CAFGUAA will replace the CHDF which has been 
abolished by Executive Order 264. The militia will pave 
the way for the formation of “a more potent civilian 
army,” the military said. 


Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos yesterday submitted 
to the President De Villa’s proposal for the budget 
increase amounting to to P2.6 billion, representing the 
amount cut from the proposed 1988 budget of P13.061 
billion. This year’s AFP budget amounts to P10.972 
billion. 


In a press statement, the AFP said the additional amount 
asked are P1.825 billion for maintenance and other 
operating expenses (MOE), P190.426 million for capital 
outlay; and P585.378 million for personal services. 
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De Villa said a recent comprehensive assessment of the 
national security situation showed the need for a bigger 
cash outlay for projects and activities “deemed critical 
and vital” to the AFP’s plans for this year. 


An AFP statement said the request for MOE will support 
additional requirements for gas, oil and lubricants for 
some 2.020 units of newly-acquired vehicles and engi- 
neering equipment, including 361 more units expected 
this year. 


Some 26,666 sets of combat clothing and individual 
equipment, medicines and medical supplies are also 
needed by the AFP. 


Camp Aguinaldo added the vehicles need repair and 
refitting to improve the military's capability to deploy 
troops to critical areas in the shortest time possible. 


The P2.6 billion will also be used in training and 
retraining program to improve “professionalism” among 
commanders and the combat effectiveness of individual 
soldiers. The adjustment of pension rates for AFP retir- 
ees is included in the MOE request. 


About P585.378 million will support adjustments in 
flying pay, sea-duty pay, parachutists pay, hazardous 
duty pay and radiation pay.“ 


A capital outlay of P109.436 billion will be used for 
additional military “buildup requirements,” including 
nine Ongoing and five proposed projects under the 
Self-Reliance Defense Posture Program of the AFP to 
enhance local manufacture and acquisition of arms and 
other logistics. 


Meanwhile, Constabulary chief Maj. Gen. Ramon Mon- 
tano said the lack of a cohesive and strong leadership to 
direct the anti-insurgency campaign was the reason “why 
we are losing by default to the New People’s Army.” 


In a dialog with members of the Regional Peace and 
Order Councils in Regions 7 and 12, Montano also noted 
that most of those who fall for the communist ideology 
are victims of injustice or people who have serious 
grievances against the government. 


“All it takes is for a single communist propagandist to go 
to a remote barangay and exploit the issues against the 
government and the military, and then offer an alterna- 
tive government to convince the people to support the 
communist movement,” Montano said. 


He said peace and order councils should “orchestrate” 
the common efforts of the government in the community 
to stem the growth of communism. 


He a¢ded the military's role is only to secure and defend 
the pecnic from armed rebels while the government must 
make itseif- isible to the people. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Military Shuffle Expected as 39 Retire 
HK231021 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
22 Mar 88 p 16 


[by Hector M. Saquin] 


[Text] Fort Bonifacio, Makati—A major reshuffle in the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines is expected by the end of 
this month as 39-top officers were notified last weekend of 
their impending retirement from the active service. 


The list of retirees was passed around in the Army 
Officers Clubhouse here during the celebration of the 
Sist anniversary of the fraternal interservice Artillery 
Association of the Philippines and contained the names 
of one lieutenant general, one rear admiral, two major 
generals, one commodore, 29 brigadier generals, three 
full colonels, and two navy captains. 


The effectivity of most of the retirement orders will be 
April 1, indicating that these officers will continue to 
hold office only up to March 31 when most of them 
would have completed some 35 years of active duty. 


The list is headed by Lt Gen Eduardo R. Ermita who 
received his confirmation from the Commission on 
Appointments only on March 16. 


Two major service commanders are among those slated to 
retire: Rear Admiral Tagumpay R. Jardiniano, flag officer- 
in command of the Philippine Navy, who had already been 
notified of his election as board member of a civilian tire 
manufacturing plant; and Maj Gen Restituto C. Padilla, 
commanding general of the Philippine Army. 


The other two-star general to be retired is May Gen Cesar 
P. Tapia. 


The list of retirees includes: LG [Lieutenant General] 
Eduardo R. Ermita, RAdm [Rear Admiral] Tagumpay 
R. Jardiniano, MG [Major General] Restituto C. Padilla, 
MG Cesar P. Tapia, BG [Brigadier General] Romeo N. 
Recina, BG Francisco D. Dumpit, BG Emilio B. Bar- 
roga, BG Edon T. Yap, BG Roland I. Pattugalan, BG 
Tomas M. Dumpit, BG Felix A. Brawner, Jr., BG Fidel 
C. Singson, BG Dionisio S. Tangatue, BG Lorenzo R. 
Rafanan, BG Antonio R. Samonte, BG Jesus C. de la 
Cruz, BG Domingo T. Rio, BG Dalmacio G. Pisana Jr., 
BG Ernesto C. Maderazo, BG Franklin V. Samonte. 


Commo. Rogelio A. Dayan, superintendent of the Phil- 
ippine Military Academy, BG Manuel S. Avila, BG 
Juanito K. Dator, BG Juan I. Cabrera Jr.. BG Oscar M. 
Zalamea, BG Isagani T. de los Santos, BG Ismael F. 
Musico, BG Ramon H. Salaya, BG Jesus R. Altuna Jr., 
BG Abraham C. Manuel, Col Fidel C. Samson, Col 
Teodoro R. Facelo, Col Mariano P. Parcon, Navy Capt 
Conrado D. Rodriguez, Navy Capt Erasmo D. Ancheta, 
BG Bernardo A. Ramos, BG Generoso V. Maligat, BG 
Luis G. San Andres, and BG Jaime C. Echeverria. 
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New Personnel Being Named 
HK240911 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 26 Mar 88 pp 1, 3 


[Text] PC-INP Chief Maj Gen Ramon E. Montano 
yesterday named two senior PC officers and three other 
ranking police officers to five key positions at the start of 
a major shake-up in the Armed Forces. 


Gen Renato S. de Villa, Armed Forces chief of staff, is 
also expected today or tomorrow to name his appoint- 
ments to key positions in Army, Navy and Air Force as 
40 senior generals and colonels in the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] retire on Monday. 


De Villa is also expected to reveal major changes in the 
AFP’s structure after President Aquino ordered the 
abolition of the Regional Unified Commands. 


De Villa had formed a committee on reorganization, 
headed by Lt Gen Eduardo Ermita, AFP vice chief of 
staff, to review the present AFP structure and to make 
some changes. 


At Camp Crame, Montano activated two nev staff 
offices—the PC civil-military operations office ‘: -7) and 
the PC training and education office (C-8). 


Col Manuel Lopez, a member of PMA [Philippines 
Military Academy] Class 1962, was named head of C-7 
while Col Laurel Valdez, a member of PMA Class 1963, 
was appointed C-8 chief. Lopez takes over the job of Brig 
Gen Dionisio Tan-Gatue, deputy PC chief for civilian- 
military operations office. Tar-Gatue, a member of 
PMA class 1957, will retire on Monday along with 29 
other generals and five senior colonels. 


Valdez’s office will plan, oversee and supervise training 
and education programs for PC-INP personnel. 


Meanwhile, three senior police officers were also assigned to 
sensitive posts in the Integrated National Police. Former 
Western Police District, deputy superintendent P/Col 
Vicente Vinarao was named head of the Philippine National 
Police Academy (PNPA) in Canlubang, Laguna. He 
replaced P/Brig Gen Guillermo Enriquez, who was pro- 
moted as chief of the INP directorial staff. 


P/Brig Gen Santiago Cabrera, on the other hand, was 
appointed superintendent of the INP training command 
in Camp Castaneda in Silang, Cavite. 


Camp Aguinaldo sources said several senior colonels and 
younger generals will be named to sensitive positions 
following the retirement of 40 generals and colonels, 
mostly members of PMA class 1957, on Monday. 
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Air Force Chief Maj Gen Antonio Sotelo was being 
groomed to replace Ermita as vice chief of staff. Ermita’s 
Other position, AFP deputy chief of staff, is being con- 
tested by Brig Gen Orlando Antonio (J-3) and Commo- 
dore Ernesto Ramos (J-1). 


Sotelo, sources said, will be replaced by Brig Gen Jose de 
Leon, who is now commander of the Fifth Fighter Wing 
in Basa Air Base in Pampanga. 


Rear Admiral Tagumpay Jardiniano’s position is also being 
contested by Commodores Emerson Tangan, his vice com- 
mander, and Carlito Cunanan, of the Coast Guard. 


Army chief Maj Gen Restituto Padilla, of the Army, is 
expected to be replaced by Brig Gen Mariano Adalem, 
commander of the Fourth Army Division in Cagayan de 
Oro City. 


Aside from the senior commanders, two J-staffs will also 
retire—Brig Gen Ismael Musico (J-2) and Brig Gen 
Oscar Zalamea (J-4). 


Another two-star general, Cesar Tapia, of Southern 
Command, will retire but his position is contested by 
three generals—two from the Army, Alejandro Galido 
and Manual Cacanando, and one from the PC, Jesus 
Hermosa. 


The retirement next month of 40 Armed Forces generals 
and colonels will not only leave vacant 34 strategic 
command, intelligence, and combat posts, but also accel- 
erate the promotion of younger officers, Maj Gen Jose 
Magno (ret), presidential consultant on military affairs, 
said yesterday. 


The 40 generals belong to the Philippine Military Acad- 
emy Class 1957, whose tour of duty will end on April 1. 


The AFP has convened a reorganization committee 
headed by Lt Gen Eduardo Ermita, AFP vice chief of 
staff, which had recommended the abolition of the 
regional unified commands, Magno said. 


This was the start, he said, of the revamp and possible 
abolition of ‘‘other intermediary structures” in the mil- 
itary as the committee proceeds to review the adminis- 
tration of major service commands. 


Of the 34 posts to be vacated, nine are attached to the 


general headquarters and AFP-wide and service support 
units, seven are unified commands, five in the Army, 
nine in the Constabulary, and two each in the Air Force 
and Navy. 


Before or on April |, Magno said President Aquino will 
announce the new officers who will take over these 
positions. 


The retirables include the Navy and Army commanding 
generals and the deputy chiefs of the AFP and PC. 
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PC Chief Reshuffles Provincial Commands 
HK210825 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 21 Mar 88 p 6 


{ Text] Maj. Gen. Ramon E. Montano, chief of theCon- 
stabulary and director general of the Integrated National 
Police, ordered yesterday the reshuffle of eight provin- 
cial commands to effectively carry out the PC-INP’s 
counter-insurgency and anti-gambling campaigns. 


Those named by Montano and approved by Gen. Renato 
S. de Villa, AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines} chief 
of staff, to their new posts were: 


—Lt. Col. Jesus Guerzon, as provincial commander of 
Abra, vice Lt. Col. Leon Badival. 

—Lt. Col. Cesar Garcia, as provincial commander of 
Batangas, vice Lt. Col. Reynaldo Velasco. 

—Lt. Col. Clyde Fernandez, as provincial commander of 
Cavite, vice Lt. Col. Garcia. 

—Lt. Col. Jose Lalisan Jr., as provincial commander of 
Occidental Mindoro, vice Lt. Col. Fernandez. 

—Lt. Col. Edgardo Maristela, as provincial commander 
of Oriental Mindoro, vice Lt. Col. Lalisan. 

—Col. Samuel Tomas, as provincial commander of 
North Cotabato, vice Maj. Renato Santos. 

—Lt. Col. Ricardo de Leon, as provincial commander of 
Negros Oriental, vice Col. Tomas. 

—Lt. Col. Pedro Montano Jr., as provincial commander of 
Zamboanga del Norte, vice Lt. Col. Eduardo Mana-ay. 


Military Lauds Decentralized Commands 
HK231031 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 23 Mar 88 p 9 


[By Lito mangaser] 


[Text] Top defense and military officials yesterday wel- 
comed President Aquino’s order abolishing the much- 
criticized Regional Unified Commands (RUCs), 
although a few believed it was not enough to streamline 
the Armed Forces. 


Most of the officers interviewed by the CHRONICLE 
agreed that the abolition would eliminate at least one 
layer of the military bureaucracy and hasten decision- 
making in the field. 


They said the move would decentralize a monolithic 
command system and give field commanders, especially 
Army officers, greater discretion over vital areas of 
tactical operations. 


The President’s Policy statement, warmly applauded by 
a predominantly military audience at the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] anniversary rites, did not say 
what body or bodies would replace the RUCs. 
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But senior officials, like Defense Secretary Fidel V. 
Ramos and Gen. Renato S. de Villa, AFP chief of staff, 
said the country’s 13 RUCs would be integrated into at 
least four Area Unified Commands (AUCs). 


Although the announcement was made only yesterday, 
eight out of the 13 RUCs | and 2, covering the Ilocos and 
Cagayan Valley, were merged under the Northern Luzon 
Command (Nolcom), RUCs 4 and 5 of Southern Tagalog 
and Bicol under the Southern Luzon command (Solcom) 
and RUCs 9, 10, 11 and 12, which covered the whole of 
Mindanao, under the Southern Command (Southcom). 


RUC 3 of Central Luzon will be integrated into Nolcom, 
while RUCs 6, 7, and 8 will be fused under the Visayas 
Command (Viscom). 


The | 3th region, Metro Manila, would remain under the 
National Capital Region Defense Command (NCRDC), 
which is equivalent to a RUC. 


Ramos, who is said to have initiated the reorganization 
when he was still AFP chief of staff, said the transition 
from the RUC to AUC could be completed soon enough 
without dislocating several senior officers since the 
remaining RUC commanders are scheduled to retire in 
two weeks. 


The plan could not be fully implemented earlier because 
of the fragile security situation in the country, he 
explained. 


“I think you can appreciate the fact that while we had to 
maintain continued control over the situation, we also 
were in the process of reorganizing,” he said. “It was not 
tactically wise at the time to just go into the reorganiza- 
tion right away. This must be gradual and (there must be) 
continuous orientation and motivation of those (who) 
would be affected by the change.” 


The RUCs, widely perceived now in Camp Aguinaldo to 
have been initiated by then AFP Chief of Staff Gen 
Fabian Ver to rein in the Ramos-led PC in the last years 
of the deposed regime, have been criticized for being a 
white elephant in the military bureaucracy. 


Proponents of the RUC argued that the system allowed 
coordination in the deployment of troops and distribu- 
tion of logistics. It also allowed sharing of personnel and 
equipment by the various military service commands 
whenever shiftings were required, they added. 


Critics of the RUC setup said it reinforced a very 
centralized system, where all orders, including tactical 
deployment of troops and logistics, had to come from the 
AFP general headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo. 


Several Army commanders, notably former Army chief 
Major Gen Rodolfo Canieso and former Defense Secre- 
tary Rafael M. Ileto, had complained that the RUC 
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system had conveniently eased out Army headquarters 
and field commanders—who should know best to com- 
bat situations—from the line of command. 


Ileto said such an umbrella system had caused delays in 
combat field operations and dampened the morale of 
smaller tactical units. 


Army Brig Gen Felix Brawner, Nolcom chief, said yes- 
terday he did not see much operational changes coming 
out of the presidential order. 


Confining himself to vague or cautious comments, he 
hinted that the measure might have missed the point if it 
is intended to increase the operational effectiveness of 
counterinsurgency troops. 


Although he agreed there was no need for the RUC, he 
said what remained to be addressed was the need of field 
commanders to have a freehand in tactical operations. 


Even as Nolcom chief, Brawner said he could not deploy 
troops from one region to another if Camp Aguinaldo 
objected to it. 


On the other hand, Maj Gen Cesar Tapia, southcom 
chief, said he expected the AUGs to be stronger, with 
field commanders getting wider discretion. 


Brig Gens Mariano Adalem and Manuel Cacanando, 
both considered strong contenders for the position of 
Army chief, said the Army must welcome the new setup 
regardless of its limitations. 


“It’s one layer down,” said Cacanando, chief of Army 
units under Nolcom. 


Adalem, Army chief for Southcom, said the AUGs were 
necessary because “there is still a need for coordination” 
among the units of major service commands. 


In the House, Rep Rodrigo Gutang (North Cotabato) 
estimated that, under the new setup, easily 7,000 soldiers 
could be tapped for combat duty. 


He said each RUC has 500 to 600 soldiers. these he said, 
would be used to patrol in the field and help in counte- 
rinsurgency operations. 


He also said that, with the separation of the Constabu- 
lary from the police, the abolition of the 13 PC regional 
commands should be considered “inevitable.” 


When this is done, he said, 9,000 more troops can be sent 
to battle, for a total of 16,000 additional counterinsur- 
gency forces, equivalent to three Army divisions. 
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Thailand 


Lao Military Chief's Activities During Visit 
BK240054 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] Laotian military leader Gen Sisawat Keoboun- 
phan and a four-man party arrived in Bangkok on a 
special Laotian flight yesterday. 


Gen Sisawat told reporters he had nothing to say about 
the Thai-Lao border problem, and that he and his group 
will stay in Bangkok for only a few days as guests of 
Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut. 


Gen Sisawat was welcomed by Deputy Armed Forces Chief- 
of-Staff Gen Phat Akanibut and Army Chief-of-Staff Gen 
Charuai Wongsayan on behalf of Gen Chawalit. 


Accompanied by Mr Winaithong, a son of Prince Sou- 
phanouvong, Gen Sisawat said he had been invited to 
attend the cremation ceremony of Mom Apinphon Pet- 
chara, Gen Chawalit’s aunt, at Wat Sommanatwihan 


today. 


Gen Phat also told reporters that Gen Sisawat was not on 
an Official visit, and that Gen Chawalit had been unable 
to welcome the Laotians at the airport because he was 
busy. 


Gen Phat said Gen Sisawat and his party will visit the 
Rose Garden today before attending the cremation rites 
this evening. They will return to Vientiane tomorrow. 


Opposition Reported Split on Border Debate 
BK240114 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Mar 88 pp I, 3 


[Text] Opposition leaders failed to agree yesterday on 
what action to take against the Government over the 
Thai-Lao border dispute when Parliament reconvenes 
next month, but said they will discuss the issue again 
when they meet on April 5. 


Although they agreed that several options do exist, they 
could not decide whether the time is right for any action. 


They also agreed that the Thai-Lao conflict is a national 
issue over which the Government has faltered resulting 
in the country’s loss of dignity and honour. 


“The Opposition has not yet agreed as to what action it 
would take against the Government over this issue, but 
felt that the Government has failed to uphold the honour 
and dignity of the country,” United Democratic Party 
leader Buntheng Thongsawat said. 


Mr Buntheng said the Opposition has several options to 
pursue, namely, a no-confidence motion or an urgent 
motion seeking a debate on the Ban Romklao incident. 
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Progressive Party leader Uthai Phimchaichon said the 
Opposition has no confidence in the Government's 
ability to handle the issue. 


He added that the Opposition will definitely raise this 
issue when Parliament resumes. 


Opposition sources said that Mr Uthai wanted the Oppo- 
sition to agree to a definite plan, either to move against 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila through an urgent 
motion seeking a debate on the issue or a no-confidence 
motion. 


However, Prachakon Thai Party leader Samak Suntha- 
rawet disagreed, saying that the time was not right, the 
sources said. 


Mr Samak said the Opposition spent considerable time 
discussing whether they should pick the Army, the 
Foreign Ministry, Defence Ministry or Interior Ministry 
as their main target, but failed to reach a decision. 


Mr Samak said he did not think Parliament should “lash 
out” at the Government at this time because of the 
sensitive nature of the negotiations following Laotian 
Army Gen Sisavat Keobounphan’s abrasive comments. 


Mr Samak’s position appeared to have weakened his 
colleagues’ attempt for the opposition bloc to grill the 
Foreign Ministry for its handling of the Ban Romklao 
dispute. 


Community Action Party leader Bunchu Rotchanasa- 
thian, who also has the support of Ruam Thai Party 
leader Narong Wongwan, announced that they will sub- 
mit a motion to debate the ministry’s handling of the 
Thai-Lao conflict. 


Mr Bunchu singled out the Foreign Ministry and ACM 
[Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi for the proposed grilling. He 
said he is satisfied with the performance of the military 
during the fighting and will not question its role. 


Mr Samak said that the Defence Ministry has already 
testified before the House Interior Administration Com- 
mittee on the Romklao incident, and the committee, 
which he chairs, is satisfied that the military has done its 
job well. 


But he said this does not preclude other people’s right to 
seek to debate the issue in Parliament. 


However, he said, the ongoing Thai-Lao negotiations are 
very sensitive, especially in the wake of Gen Sisavat’s 
comments. 


Because of its sensitive nature and the implications for 
Thai national interests, Parliament should not engage in 
a slugging match with the Government for the time 
being, Mr Samak said. “Under the present situation the 
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Opposition must work carefully.” he said, adding that 
the Opposition must show the public that it has been 
following the issue diligently. 


Apart from trying to drive a wedge between the Foreign 
Ministry and the Army, the Laotians want Parliament to 
become involved as well. he said. 


“If we fall into this trap then we would become a pawn 
walking in a circle marked out by them,” he said. 


Mr Samak believes that the Opposition should allow 
more time to pass, perhaps a month or so, before raising 
the issue in the House. 


The Prachakon Thai leader criticised Prime Minister 
Prem Tinsulanon for allowing the Foreign and Defence 
ministries and the Army to be responsible for the issue 
while distancing himself from the conflict. 


This means that any faults would fall on Foreign Minis- 
ter Sitthi, Defence Minister Phaniang Kantarat and 
Army Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, he said. 


Mr Samak praised Parliament President Ukrit Mongk- 
honnawin for lashing out at the Laotian general and said 
his observation about Laos still not being independent 1s 
accurate and that this is what makes negotiations diffi- 
cult since Laos would have to ask for approval from a 
third country. 


He also said M.R. Khukrit Pramot was right when he 
said that both Gen Chawalit and Gen Sisavat were not in 
a position to make any binding agreements for their 
countries on the dispute. 


Mr Samak added that if he were Khunying Pankrua (Gen 
Chawalit’s wife), he would have walked out of the room 
and returned to Thailand immediately after Gen Sisavat 
commented that the wives of the Thai military com- 
manders should tell their husbands not to fight Laos 
because Thailand could never defeat Laos in a military 
engagement. 


“If | were her | would have walked out of the room and 
returned to Thailand right away if that was possible. It 
(Gen Sisavat’s action) was equivalent to looking down 
on her own husband. But perhaps she wanted to keep 
things from getting worse,’ Mr Samak said. 


Meanwhile, House Foreign Affairs Committee spokes- 
man Phiraphan Phalusuk said that committee adviser 
Lt-Gen Chan Angsuchot has proposed that a representa- 
tive of the legislative branch be allowed to take part in 
attempts to solve the Thai-Lao dispute. 


Dr Phiraphan said the committee thinks that this is a 
good proposal but since the issue also involves other 
committees such as the Interior Administration, the 
Military Affairs, and the Economic Affairs committees, 
they should also be consulted first. 
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If they agree with the proposal, then the committees will 
propose to the House Speaker that he ask the Govern- 
ment to accept representatives from the legislative 
branch to help solve the problem. 


The Foreign Ministry has asked the House Speaker to 
brief the House Foreign and Military affairs committees, 
as well as other interested MPs on the Thai-Lao situation 
this morning. 


Dailies Comment on Military’s Role in Talks 


BK231227 [Editorial Report] Two Bangkok Thai-lan- 
guage dailies; NAEO NA and THAI RAT, published 
editorials on 23 March commenting on the military’s 
role in the border talks with Laos. 


NAEO NA’s editorial on page 5, entitled: “The Military 
Should Not Overstep the Line,” says that the Thai-Lao 
conflict has now turned from the exchange of gunfire to 
verbal exchanges at the negotiating table. It was noticed 
in the previous talks that the role of the military super- 
seded that of the Foreign Ministry. The Foreign Ministry 
is simply carrying out its duties only after the military 
had reached a cease-fire agreement that paved the way 
for negotiations with Laos. Such a situation has caused 
uneasiness for the Foreign Ministry because it has been 
forced to be on the defensive instead of on the offensive. 
It says that we do not deny that the military leaders have 
a good desire to create peace between the two sides. But, 
for some actions, the military should consult with the 
government, the highest administrative organ, as well as 
consult closely with the Foreign Ministry so that a 
unified strategy can be carried out. 


The editorial says that “a controversy which has clearly 
appeared is that the Lao side has expressed its willing- 
ness to have talks with the military leaders rather than 
with the Foreign Ministry. The Lao action is tantamount 
to pressing Thailand to walk the path it wants. Although 
a Lao leader has said that Laos is willing to talk with any 
Thai representatives, in the talks this Lao leader rejected 
Thailand’s proposal for the establishment of a joint 
Thai-Lao border committee and expressed his wish for 
another round of talks between Thai and Lao military 
leaders.” 


In conclusion, the editorial says that “‘we would like the 
government to reconsider the present situation and find 
a solution as soon as possible. The problem between 
Thailand and Laos is a national level problem. So, the 
Forcign Ministry should be the organ with the duty to 
solve the problem. The military should take a step back 
while the Foreign Ministry takes a step forward. Other- 
wise, it will cause confusion and failure in the end.” 


THAI RAT’s editorial on page 3, entitled “There Is No 
Change From Laos,” says that the permanent secretary for 
foreign affairs, the chief of the Thai delegation, returned 
from the second round of Thai-Lao border talks and 
expressed his disappointment that no concrete result in the 
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Thai-Lao border dispute had been made despite the fact that 
the Thai side tried to propose possible solutions such as the 
establishment of the Joint Thai-Lao Border Committee and 
the use of the 1907 French-Siamese Treaty as the basis for 
the talks. Later on, a Foreign Ministry official opined that 
Laos would bypass steps in the talks and a senior Army 
officer has said that the Army commander in chief should 
hold another round of talks with the Lao military chief 
because it is possible that Laos will listen to the suggestions 
of the Thai Army commander in chief. “This is a kind of 
political game,” the Thai Foreign Ministry official noted. 


It says that Laos has not followed international diplo- 
matic protocol in the past two rounds of talks. But, Laos 
wants to take a step to drive a wedge between Thai 
politicians and government officials. 


If what the Armed Forces chief of staff has said, that the 
Army commander in chief be allowed to hold talks with 
General Sisavat to reach an agreement, is true, it 
amounts to a slap in Thailand’s face because Laos does 
not want to follow diplomatic protocol. Earlier, a Lao 
delegation said after the end of the military talks that 
Laos would accept a Foreign Ministry delegation for 
talks to seek a solution to the issue. 


In conclusion, the editorial says that “we believe that 
Laos knows international protocol well. But, the tactics 
Laos uses to stress the importance of the role of military 
leaders must have some motive.” 


Border Village Shelled by Vietnamese 
BK240100 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
24 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Vietnamese gunners shelled a 
Thai border village some 15 kilometres south of here 
yesterday, heavily damaging a house. 


At least 12 artillery shells landed in Ban Khlong Namsai 
during the hour-long attack which began at 9 a.m. 


One of the shells, fired from a Vietnamese artillery 
position near strategic Highway No. 502, hit a house 
belonging to Kong Choeichom, 36. 


Border Patrol Police sources said the cross-border shell- 
ing, the second in three days, was apparently unpro- 
voked. 


The sources were puzzled because no fighting was 
reported between Vietnamese troops and Khmer resis- 
tance forces in the area, the usual cause of shells straying 
across the border. 


A villager was injured and several houses were damaged 
when Vietnamese artillery hit the village on Monday. 
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Vietnam 


Report on ‘Chinese Crimes’ in Spratly Area 
BK241301 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 24 Mar 88 


{Report on “new crimes committed by the Chinese 
authorities against the Vietnamese people on the Truong 
Sa Archipelago”’] 


[Text] Following the attack on, and occupation by Chinese 
troops of Vietnam’s Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelago in early 
1974—<defended at the time by the Saigon army—in ihe 
spring of 1975 the VPA set out to replace the Saigon army 
on the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago, determined to 
defend this sacred piece of land and these territorial waters 
of the fatherland. Since then, the SRV state has managed 
and continuously exerted its sovereignty over the Truong Sa 
Archipelago, bringing about a life of peaceful labor to our 
compatriots and combatants there. 


Despite the fact that the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa 
Archipelagoes fall under Vietnam’s sovereignty, our 
state has always stood for peaceful negotiations as the 
proper means to resolve problems regarding territory 
and territorial waters in a fair and reasonable manner. 
This approach is in conformity with international law, 
the common aspirations of the people of the world, and 
the trend for solving disputes by dialogue in the South- 
east Asian region, thereby ensuring friendly and cooper- 
ative regional relations between our country and some 
other Southeast Asian nations. 


However, since early 1988, some of Chinese power- 
holders have blatantly used force to occupy a number of 
islands in Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archipelago, causing 
dangerous tensions and instability in the East Sea. On 20 
January 1988, they began to send their forces to occupy 
Chu Thap Island, located at 9 degrees, 33 minutes north 
latitude and 112 degrees, 51 minutes east longitude, and 
to invade and seize Chau Vien Island, located at 8 
degrees, 54 minutes north latitude and 112 degrees, 50 
minute east longitude, on 18 February 1988. They 
ordered their occupation forces to build houses and plant 
flags on these islands while sending their warships con- 
stantly to provoke and obstruct the movements of Viet- 
namese freighters which were carrying out normal 
resupply activities among the Vietnamese islands. 


Our state has demanded that China withdraw its war- 
ships from the Truong Sa Archipelago and begin talks 
and negotiations with us on the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa 
Archipelagoes and other border areas in conformity with 
international practice and law. However, the more good- 
will we showed, the more obstinately they pushed on. In 
late February and early March 1988, China continued to 
send more forces to station on (Gaven) Island, located at 
10 degrees, 13 minutes north latitude and 114 degrees, 
13 minutes east longitude, and (Caman) Island, located 
at 9 degrees, 53 minutes, 33 seconds north latitude and 
113 degrees, 27 minutes, 20 seconds east longitude, 
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thereby controlling Gac Ma Island. All these islands are 
situated in the Sinh Ton group of islands of Vietnam’s 
Truong Sa Archipelago. The Chinese stepped up their 
interdiction and blockade activities and their brazen 
armed provocations against Vietnamese freighters to 
find an excuse to start armed conflicts. 


Seeing through China’s scheme and scrupulously execut- 
ing their superiors’ orders, the Vietnamese freighters 
exercised self-restraint at all times. However, the Chi- 
nese side, acting with utmost arrogance and brazenness, 
continued to create particularly serious situations. 


On 14 March 1988, China sent warships armed with 
large-caliber cannons and missiles to fire on three Viet- 
namese freighters, setting them ablaze and sinking 
them—they were the Chinese-made Dai Khanh freight- 
ers Nos 604 and 605 and U.S.-made freighter No 505— 
while the latter were anchoring at (Landao), (Coclin), 
and Gac Ma Coral Reefs situated in Vietnam’s Sinh Ton 
group of islands. At the same time, Chinese marines 
landed and fired at our soldiers on Gac Ma Island who 
were Carrying Out resupply duty and were unarmed. The 
Chinese troops brazenly removed the Vietnamese flag 
and put up the Chinese flag. 


Our cadres and combatants urged the Chinese troops to 
preserve solidarity and friendship and avoid violating 
Vietnam’s sovereignty and causing bloodshed. However, 
the Chinese used firearms to shoot dead 2d Lieutenant 
Tran Van Phuong; shot and seriously stabbed with 
daggers combatant Nguyen Van Lanh; and shot dead a 
number of other combatants. 


From their warships, the Chinese concentrated their fire on 
our combatants on various islands, on our combatants on 
board the burning shisps who were trying to jump into the 
sea, and on those who were riding in rubber lifeboats. They 
even used long-handled hooks to poke at lifesavers and fired 
at our combatants who were drifting in the sea. To date, 74 
of our brothers are still missing. The names of the missing 
will be announced later. 


The search for the missing personnel and the rescue of 
the crew of the sinking boats is extremely urgent and 
difficult. In view of this situation, China should have 
withdrawn its warships from the rescue area at once so as 
to facilitate rescue operations. Instead of following the 
examples of humanitarian treatment we reserved for 
U.S. and Chinese troops who were killed, wounded, or 
captured in the Vietnam wars in the past, the Chinese 
acted in an extremely barbarous manner. 


In total disregard for common ethics and international 
laws, over the past few days they have still continued to 
send their warships to follow closely, interfere with, 
encircle, threaten, and carry out armed provocations 
against our ships. Worse still, they have even fired 
mortar shells in front of Vietnam’s rescue boats bearing 
Red Cross flags, thus further delaying and causing great 
difficulties to our rescue operations. 
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Despite all these incidents, our air and naval forces have 
still exercised self-restraint and only wish they could 
soon save the lives of their comrades and comrades in 
arms and salvage the vessels that have sunk. 


China has committed a new crime, causing further 
suffering and losses to many Vietnamese families in all 
three parts of the country—central, north, and south. In 
furthering its scheme of occupying all of Vietnam's 
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa Archipelagoes and by gradually 
monopolizing the East Sea, China will perpetrate more 
crimes and cause suffering to our compatriots and com- 
batants. 


Let our Army and people remain alert, heighten vigi- 
lance, and act with determination and unity to firmly 
safeguard the integrity of the fartherland’s sovereignty 
and sacred territory. Now more than ever before, let our 
compatriots and combatants turn toward Truong Sa and, 
for the archipelago, let them siep up the movement for 
productive labor and economization, work better for the 
country, and support and assist Truong Sa both morally 
and materially. 


We appeal to the peoples of China and the world to stay 
the criminal hands of some Beijing power-holders and 
demand that they hold peaceful negotiations with Viet- 
nam to resolve the problems concerning their borders, 
territorial waters, and offshore islands as clearly stated in 
the 17 March and 23 March 1988 notes of our Foreign 
Ministry. 


In the immediate future, the Chinese warships must 
move out of the area where they have committed crimes 
and cease at once the obstruction of our rescue ships and 
the normal shipping activities of Vietnamese freighters 
in the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


NHAN DAN Reports 1 Killed 
BK241032 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 24 Mar 88 


[Text] The national daily NHAN DAN on Thursday [24 
March] carried a report on the attack made on 14 March 
by Chinese missile-armed destroyers on three Vietnam- 
ese freighters at the Sinh Ton group of islands in Viet- 
nam’s Truong Sa [Spraty] Archipelago. 


The report said that Chinese troops were the first to open 
fire, killing one Vietnamese soldier and seriously wound- 
ing another when the two sides met on a coral reef. It also 
described how Chinese warships set ablaze three 
unarmed Vietnamese freighters. 


Nguyen Vai iah *.tends Le Quang Ba Funeral 
BK231605 Hano’ 7 | 1estic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 22 Ma, 8 


[Text] On 22 March, at the Conference Hall at No 10 
Nguyen Canh Chan Street, Hanoi, the CPV Central 
Committee, the National Assembly, the Council of State, 
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the Council of Ministers, the VFF Central Committee, 
and the Nationalities Department of the CPV Central 
Committee organized a solemn funeral service for Com- 
rade Le Quang Ba. 


The CPV Central Committee delegation laid a wreath to 
begin the memorial service. Paying tribute to Comrade 
Le Quang Ba were Comrades Nguyen Van Linh, general 
secretary of the CPV Central Committee; Truong Chinh 
and Le Duc Tho, advisers to the party Central Commit- 
tee; Vo Chi Cong, chairman of the Council of State; Vo 
Van Kiet, acting chairman of the Council of Ministers; 
Le Quang Dao, chairman of the National Assembly; 
Hoang Quoc Viet, honorary chairman of the VFF Cen- 
tral Committee Presidium; and Hoang Truong Minh, 
head of the Nationalities Department of the CPV Cen- 
tral Committee. 


Adviser Pham Van Dong and Senior General Le Duc 
Anh sent their wreaths. Also attending the memorial 
service were nearly 100 delegations from various orga- 
nizations, branches, sectors, mass organizations, armed 
branches and services, military institutes, military 
regions, and Army corps; and veteran cadres, friends, 
and relatives of Comrade Le Quang Ba. 


A delegation of the party and people’s committees from 
Cao Bang Province, Comrade Le Quang Ba’s birthplace, 
also laid a wreath in his memory. 


At 1320 the memorial service began. Comrade Tran 
Quoc Huong, secretary of the CPV Central Committee, 
delivered an oration pointing out Comrade Le Quang 
Ba’s revolutionary activities. His life was one of contin- 
uous struggle, hardships, and sacrifices for indepen- 
dence, freedom, and the communist ideal. He led a 
modest, simple, and honest life full of kindness and 
loyalty to his friends and comrades. He was one of the 
cadres trained, educated, and trusted by Uncle Ho Chi 
Minh; was entrusted with many important positions by 
our party and state; and was highly esteemed by people 
of various nationalities throughout the country. With his 
death, our party, state, and Army has lost a revolutionary 
combatant who was faithful to the party and revolution 
throughout his life and who wholeheartedly served the 
people; it is the loss of a loved and exemplary one to his 
family; and a loss of a very close, intimate, and esteemed 
comrade to all of us. 


The delegates attending the memorial service joined Mrs 
Hoang Thi Dao, spouse of the Comrade Le Quang Ba, and 
his family members in escorting the late comrade to his 
eternal resting place at the Mai Dich Cemetery in Hanoi. 


Politburo Dismisses Thanh Hoa Party Official 
BK231336 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 23 Mar 88 


(“Report on the results of investigation into a number of 
problems in Thanh Hoa Province’’] 


[Text] In mid-September 1987, the Secretariat of the 
party Central Committee set up an investigation team to 
look into a number of problems in Thanh Hoa Province 
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and report their findings. After scrutinizing the reports 
submitted by the investigation team and dispatching a 
representative of the Secretariat to Thanh Hoa to guide 
the self-criticism and criticism of the provincial party 
committee and to meet with local cadres and party 
members and obtain their views, on 8 March 1988 the 
Secretariat drew the following conclusions on some 
problems in Thanh Hoa Province: 


Recently, under the leadership of the Central Committee 
and the guidance of the provincial party committee, with 
the revolutionary tradition and the industriousness of 
the local cadres, party members, and people, the Thanh 
Hoa party organization has recorded notable achieve- 
ments in many fields. However, the Thanh Hoa party 
organization has been racked by serious and prolonged 
internal disunity. Responsibility for this state of affairs 
rested with the entire collective of the provincial party 
committee’s Standing Committee and the provincial 
party committee itself. But first and foremost, it rested 
with Comrade Ha Trong Hoa. 


With regard to the relations between the Thanh Hoa 
Provincial Party Committee and the central press 
organs, the incidents in Thanh Hoa, as brought to public 
attention by the pr. ss, were, generally speaking, proven 
facts, and their exposure prompted the responsible cen- 
tral and local organs to look into and resolve these 
problems, inspired the public, and consolidated the 
masses’ confidence in the struggle against negativism. 
However, in a number of press articles, there were also 
inaccuracies, biased comments, prejudiced criticisms, 
and a lack of due, thorough consideration for possible 
consequences. 


In the beginning, the attitude of the comrade leaders of 
Thanh Hoa toward the central press was correct, but it 
eventually became confrontational. The chief mistake of 
these comrades was their failure to carry out serious 
self-criticism and criticism, to make clarifications and 
reply to public charges, and to look into their own 
shortcomings in the student Le Huy Chung affair in 
order to make a timely report to the central echelon. The 
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responsibility for this rested with the provincial party 
committee’s Standing Committee, but first and fore- 
most, it rested with Comrade Ha Trong Hoa. 


Comrade Ha Trong Hoa, secretary of the Thanh Hoa 
Provincial Party Committee, is a relatively capable cad- 
re. However, Comrade Hoa has committed errors in 
cadre work, in implementing the principles of party 
organization and activities, in self-criticism and criti- 
cism, and in work style. He also made mistakes in 
resolving a number of problems pointed out by the press. 
In addition, Comrade Ha Trong Hoa also showed some 
shortcomings in his private life. 


After hearing the results of the investigation and the pro- 
posals of the Secretariat, the Political Bureau decided that 
Comrade Ha Trong Hoa be relieved of his post of secretary 
of the Thanh Hoa Provincial Party Committee and that this 
matter be reported to the Central Committee for consider- 
ation of disciplinary action. The Political Bureau also des- 
ignated Comrade Ha Van Ban, deputy secretary of the party 
committee and chairman of the people’s commitiee of 
Thanh Hoa, to assume the position of acting secretary of ihe 
provincial party committee. 


Correction to Commentary on Spratly Islands 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“Commentary on Sovereignty of Spratly Islands” pub- 
lished in the 17 March East Asia DAILY REPORT: Page 
48, column two, paragraph seven, lines two through four: 
..ground and the Gulf of Bac Po [Tonkin Gulf]. These 
talks... (changing “cave of Pac Po” to “Gulf of Bac Po” 
and providing editorial notation) 


Correction to Editorial on Food Shortage 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“Paper Urges Action To Solve Food Problem” published 
in the 22 March East Asia DAILY REPORT: Page 52, 
column two, final paragraph, line four: ...the number of 
undernourished [thieeus awn] peasant families is 
increasing. (changing “starving” to “undernourished” 
and providing vernacular) 


